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MEMOIR OF THE REV. CLAUDIUS BUCHANAN, D.D. 


LATE VICE PROVOST OF THE COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM, BENGAL, 


IF the pedigree of this valuable man cannot be traced 
to a noble, it may be to a pious anceftry, which is far more hon- 
curable. His grandfather was an elder of Mr. M‘Culloch’s church 
at Cambuslang in North Britain, at the time of the extraordinary 
converfions, which took place in the Spring of 1742. In this 
neighbourhood was born the fubjeét of our Memoir, in or about 
the year 1768. 

A young gentleman of fortune having finifhed his education 
at one of our univerfities, propofed to make the tour of Europe; 
previous to which, however, he wifhed to examine Great Britain, 
and travelled as far north as the Highlands of Scotland; which 
are to that country as Wales is to England.—Coming to a place 
where two roads meet, and obferving a young Highlander em- 
ployed in attending two cows, which were teeding by the road- 
fide, he called out to him, in Latin, by way of jeft, as it fhould 
feem, to know which road he fhould take; and was greatly fur- 
prifed at receiving an anfwer in the fame language. He now 
made a halt with his companions; and on converting with the 
youth, found that he had received a liberal education, and was 
remarkably intelligent.—Inquiring into his fituation, he learned 
that his employment was little more than attending thefe cows ; 
on which he expreffed an inclination to take him with him on the 
tour of Europe, and then to take upon himéelf the charge of His 
future fortunes. ‘ 
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Young Buchanan was delighted with the propofal, provided it 
fhould meet the approbation of his father, who lived in a cottage 
at a little diftance. Conducted thither, the gentleman informed 
the father of the circumftance that brought him; obierved to him, 
he had a fon of confiderable talents, which were altogether buried 
in that defolate fituation, and mentioned his inclination to take 
him to travel with htm for two years; and then to place him in a 
fituation, in which he might be able to aflift his parents in the de- 
cline of life. After farther converfation, and proper inquiries on 
the part of his father, confent was given; and Claudius fet off, 
well pleafed with the profpe& now before him. 

After finifhing the tour of Britain, the travellers embarked at 
Yarmouth, or Lowettoff (we are not certain which) for Amifter- 
dam; and from thence vilited the principal parts of Europe. On 
their return, Mr. B.’s patron, faithful to his promife, procured him 
an appointment, either in Canada or Nova Scotia; but as it was 
neceflary that he fhould acquire a degree of legal knowledge to fit 
him for his fituation, for that purpofe he was placed under Mr. D. 
a refpectable attorney in the city. It was during this period 
that Mr. B. walking through one of the principal ftreets of 
London (we believe Cheaptide) met an old Highlander, who 
Was an intimate acquaintance of his father; and, for the fake of 
converiation, they went into a public houfe and took fome re- 
frefhment. 

Young Claudius gave his countryman a very animated defcrip- 

tion of his tour, and of the wonders he had feen upon the Conti- 
nent. The old man liftened with attention to his narrative, and 
then eagerly inquired whether his religious principles had not been 
materially injured by mixing among fuch a variety of characters 
and religions. ‘Do you know what an infidel is?’ faid Buchanan. 
“Yes,” wasthe reply. ‘When,’ fatd he, *f am an infidel; and 
have feen the abfurdity of all thofe nofrums my good old father 
ufed to teach me in the north; and can you (added he) ferioufly 
believe that the Bibie is a revelation from the Supreme Being ?}— 
“J do.”—* And pray tell me what may be your reafons ?— 
“ Claudé,” faid the good old Highlander, ‘i know nothing*about 
what learned men call the externa/ evidences of revelation 3” but I 
will fell you why I believe it to be from God. I have a moft de- 
praved and finful nature, and, do what I will, | find ‘ cannot 
make mylfelf holy. My friends cannot do it for me, nor do [ 
think all the angels in heaven could. One thing alone does it,— 
the reading. and believing what 1 read in that bietled book,—that 
does it. Now, as 1 know that God muit be holy, and a ‘over of 
holinefs, and as i believe that book is the only thing in creation 
that produces and promotes hoiinefs, I conclude that it is from 
God, and that he is the author of i.” 

Buchanan affected to laugh at this, but the argument reached 
his heart; and though he would not contefs it to his companion, 
he could not get rid of it. He purchafed a Bible, therefore, and 
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determined to read it for himfelf. The perufal excited fearful ap- 
prehenfions of his {tate as a finner againft God, and mott gladly 
would he have enjoyed another converfation with the pious High- 
lander, but he could not find him; and, at that period, he had 
not one ferious acquaintance in England, to whom he could un- 
bofom his mind. While thus ruminating on his fituation, he re- 
collected his father having mentioned a Mr. Newton, an excellent 
clergyman, who refided in London, and made inquiry among all 
his acquaintances where Mr. Newton preached; and at length 
found a young man who conducted him both to St. Mary Wool- 
noth, and to White Row Meeting, where himielf ufually attended. 

On hearing Mr. Newton preach, young Buchanan was much 
affected ; and ftated his cafe on the back of a letter, requefting 
Mr. Newton to preach on it the following Lord’s Day evening. 
This note was given the pew-opener, to be conveyed into the vef- 
try. and his requeft was readily complied with; after fermon Mr. 
N. ftated having received a note, begging him to preach on that 
fubject; and requeited the writer to breakfaft with him the next 
morning, in Coleman Street Buildings. This muft have been 
about the year 17y0. 

On Mr. Buchanan’s arrival to breakfaft, Mr. Newton was much 
ftruck with his appearance; and more with the acutenefs of his 
converfation. After tome time attending on this excellent man, 
Mr. B. was compleiely relieved from his defpondency, through a 
believing view of the atonement of Chrift; and led to admire the 
grace of God in recovering him from vice and infidelity. One 
morning he mentioned to Mr. Newton, that on this ground, it 
feemed to him a duty he owed to his great deliverer, to preach 
the faith which he had fo lately Jaboured to deftroy. Mr. N. fug- 
gefted, that as his appointment in America feemed to have come 
in a providential way, he fhould be very cautious of giving it up, 
as in that capacity he might have great opportunities of ufefulneis. 
For feveral weeks after this interview, Mr. B. difappeared, which 
gave much uneafinefs both to Mr. N. and to his family, by whom 
Mr. B. was held in much efteem; and they knew not where to 
feek him. At length he re-appeared, and before he fat down, Mr. 
N. inquiring what he had done refpecting his appointment, found 
he had given in his refignation. Mr. N. then inquired what plan 
he had formed for his future life; and was told that he had refolv- 
ed to go to Cambridge. What funds had he to fupport him dur- 
ing his ftudies? was the next queftion. With thefe he was unpro- 
vided; but confidently relied on Providence. After breakfatt, 
Mr. Newton withdrew, and wrote a note to the late benevolent 
Henry Thornton, M. P. and at Mr. B.’s going out, requefted him 
to drop it in at King’s Arms Yard as he pailed by, and as he 
might like to fee fo eminent a character, he might inquire if there 
were any anfwer; and if fo, put it into his pocket, and give it to 
Mr. N. the next time he came. Mr. B. did as dire&ted; and in a 
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few minutes after delivering the note, Mr. T. came out, and de- 
fired Mr. B. to walk in; and then informed him that his friend, 
Mr. Newton, had told him of his fituation :—that he might go to 
Cambridge as foon as he pleafed; and that he fhould fettle on 
him a fufficient fum for his annual fupport while there. This in- 
formation much furprifed Mr. B. who had no fufpicion of the 
contents of the letter he had delivered. 

Mr, B. accordingly went to Cambridge, when he was about 23 
years of age; there he was, as we are informed, eminently ufeful 
to fome of the fludents ; and juft before he left, obtained the med- 
al for a prize effay. 

In Augutt, 1791,he was admitted to Queen’s College, Cambridge, 
under the care of the excellent Dr. Milner, now Dean of Carlifle. 
Here he refided, almoft without intermiflion, for full four years ; 
filling up his vacations by preparing himfelf for exercifes in the 
higher branches of mathematical and claflical literature ; to which 
he expected to be called in the fubfequent terms. His own mind 
inclined to theological ftudies as more effential to his future prof- 
pects as a gofpel minifter; bot his univerfity friends (among whom 
were Dr. Jowett and Mr. Simeon) urged him, for the credit of 
the gofpel, not to come behind any of the fcholars in his literary 
attainments. He attended all the leftures; and it was matter of 
furprife, even to the tutors, when they obferved his peculiar dili- 
gence and attention, and the refpectable manner in which he ac- 
quitted himfelf in the various branches of learning; and we look 
back with pleafure to fee how Providence thus prepared him for 
thofe attainments in the eaflern languages, in which he was after- 
wards peculiarly eminent and ufeful. 

He had not been long at college before he cultivated the ac- 
quaintance of the moft ferious ftudents, who were already engag- 
ed in a devotional fociety, which was new-modelled by his exer- 
tions. They met for focial prayer and expounding the {criptures, 
twice a week, befides a more private meeting of a felect few at his 
own rooms on the Saturday evening, to prepare for the devotions 
of the Sabbath.—Thus, while his literary fludies were purfued 
with the greateft ardour, he was not unmindful of the ftudv of 
his own heart, of human nature, and of theology,—fubjects pe- 
euliarly connected with his intentions as to the Chriftian Miniftry. 
He obferves in one of his letters to a friend, on reviewing his {it- 
uation, “ You fee how wonderfully the Lord is blending Ais /weets 
with my bitters. An univerfity is a difficult place to preferve a 
gofpel fpir:t in; but it certainly is an excellent fchool for Chrift’s 
difciples, as they are expofed to trials of various defcriptions.”’? In 
another letter, anticipating the fcandal of the crofs, he fays, ‘I 
am not yet diftinguifhed by the name of Methodift; but I forefee 
I fhall fhortly. How the Lord will affift me in that trial I know 
not :—-1 know I fhall fall, unlefs he hold me up. At prefent I 
am in favour with my tutors: indeed, { am more refpeéted than 
many; but when my principles are publifhed, ’tis hard to fay 
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whether I fhall not forfeit their efteem. Be it fo: ‘If ye fuffer 
for my fake, happy are ye!’ 
In a letter dated April, 1792, he gives a very detailed account 


_ ef his employments, and complains of the languor brought on his 


devotional duties by exceflive ftudy ; and of the want of that ani- 
mation in reading the Bible, and that pleafure in meditating on 
divine things, which he had formerly experienced. His pious 
friends at the Univerfity, however, urged him to perfevere, until 
his exceflive attention to learning brought on fymptoms of declin- 
ing health, and even threatened a pulmonary complaint. He 
now determined to {pend a part of the next vacation by the fea- 
fide : but on receiving an intimation from his mathematical tutor, 
that he meant to go through two branches of natural philofophy 

mechanics and optics) in the next term, he abandoned his defign, 
and prepared himfelf to meet the lectures on thofe fubjects, nat 
merely as a novice :—but after this he had a more ferious attack, 
and was obliged to relax, and pay a vifit, we believe, to Harrow- 
gate. The means ufed were bleffed to his recovery, and by a 
more prudent attention to his health in his fubfequent ftudies, he 
was {pared, to bring them to an honourable termination. 

In the latter part of 1792, Mr. B. acknowledges to a confiden- 
tial friend, that he had been in great heavinefs through the former 
part of the year; but recently it had pleafed the Lord to reveal 
to him more of Chrift than he had ever before experienced, info- 
much as for fome nights to interrupt his fleep, and to give a tinc- 
ture of religion to his dreams. At the moment of writing, how- 
ever, he fays, ‘This ardour is languifhing ; but I hope it will nev- 
er entirely leave me.’ 

In September, 1795, Mr. B. was ordained by the Jate Bifhop 
Porteus, and foon after introduced into the Church as Curate to 
the venerable Mr. Newton, at St. Mary Woolnoth. Mr. ‘Thorn. 
ton, who had borne the greater part of his college expenfes, had 
now a nearer opportunity of judging of his abilities and charaéter; 
but in a few months he was appointed Chaplain of Fort William, 
in Bengal. 

Mr. B. left England asa fingle man; and two accomplifhed 
young ladies went out paffengers in the fame fhip. The remarka- 
ble ferioufnefs of his deportment became a fubject of raillery, which 
he returned with equal wit and good humour; and the impreffion 
of his talents and piety was fo much in his favour, that he after- 
wards found in one of them an accomplithed and pious help-meet:— 
Mifs Whith, daughter of the Rev. R. Whifh, of Northwold, in 
Norfolk. This lady left India to return to £ngland before Mr. B. 
for the education of her children; but, to his great grief, fhe died 
upon the paflage. By her he has left two daughters. 

In 1800 was formed the college of Tort William, in Bengal ; 
of which the late Dr. D. Brown was appointed Provoft, and Mr. 
Buchanan Vice-Provoft, and Proteflor of the Greek and Latin 
Claflics. Among the other profeffors was Mr. W. (now Ds.) 
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Carey, the Senior Baptift Miffionary at Serampore, for the Sung- 
frit, Bengalee, and Mahratta languages. ‘This inftitution, de- 
figned to encourage Oriental Literature, was very friendly to the 
tranflation of the Scriptures into the Eaftern languages, and par- 
ticularly the Chinefe; in which Dr. Marfhman, another Baptift 
Miffionary, with one of his fons, and two fons of Dr. Carey, were 
recently employed, while Mr. Morrifon was purfuing the fame ob- 


ject at Canton. 
[To be continued. } 


D>) - ae 


{The following judicious remarks upon the Lord’s day, and the manner 
in which it ought to be obferved, will, from the prefent ftate of things, 


be read with much interett.] 


For the Magazine. 


THE LORD’S DAY. 


AMONG the great and prevalent evils of the prefent 
time, that of profaning the Lord’s day holds a confpicuous place ; 
and as the lovers of religion and order, in different places, and in 
‘various ways, are attempting a reformation in this and other things, 
a few thoughts on the fubject may not be altogether unfeafonable 
or uninterefting. The objec of the writer in what follows, is to 
inquire, What {criptural evidence we have, that the firft day of the 
week ought to be obferved as a fabbath to the Lord ; and how we 
ought to obferve it. 

‘The commands of God to the children of men may be divided 
into two kinds: 1. Such as originate in the nature of things, as 
love to God and our neighbour, and are univerfal and perpetual. 
2. Such as originate from pofitive appointment, without which 
they could by no means be binding ; as circumcifion, baptifm, the 
Lord’s fupper, and others; and are limited, and fubjeét to change, 
according to the pleafure of the fovereign lawgiver. The former 
may be called the law of nature, or moral law, and the latter pofitive 
law or pofitive commandments. 

Some are of opinion, that the fabbath originated from the law 
of nature, the fame as our duty to love God and our neighbour, 
and therefore is morally, univerfally, and perpetually binding 
upon mankind. But to this there are feveral important objections. 

1. Although it fhould be admitted that reafon fuggefts, that a 
portion of time ought to be more immediately devoted to God ; yet 
the light of naiure could never teach, even innocent man, whiat 
proportion of time fhould be thus devoted to him: whether one 
day in a week, or one day ina month, or year; whether the 
length of this time of devotion fhould bea day, or a weck, or more; 
or whether it fhouid be on the firlt, fecond, or third, &c. day of the 


week, or otherwife. 
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z. If the duty to keep the fabbath arofe from the nature of 
things, it was not neceilary, that it fhould be enjoined by pofitive 
commandment on our firtt parents while in innocency. For al- 
though after the fall of man it became neceffiry, that moral pre- 
- cepts fhould be pofitively enjoined ; yet in a ttate of innocency the 
mind could clearly difcern fuch duties without their being verbally 
declared. Hence to innocent man there was no formal command 
to love God, nor to abftain from murder, lying, &c. But after 
the apoftafy, the mind became dark, and the idea of the creature's 
obligation to the Creator greatly obfcured; hence as God had 
purpofed to reclaim many of the fallen race, man’s moral obliga- 
tion to the great Jehovah was plainly and fummarily declared 
from mount Sinai. 

3. If the fabbath originated as already ftated, then no alteration 
can ever take place with refpect to the time of keeping it; for as 
our duty to love God can never ceafe, fo our obligation to ob- 
ferve this moral fabbath, which appears to have been the feventa 
day, can never be done away. 

Should it be faid, that the keeping of a fabbath in general arofe 
from the nature and fitnefs of things, but the particular day, and 
proportion of time, was by pofitive appointment, and therefore to 
be regulated according to the divine pleafure, it might be replied, 
that in the fame fenfe every inftitute may be confidered ot a moral 
nature. Reafon fuggelts, that at all times there ought to be fome 
token or teft of our obedience to God; but tt can give no intima- 
tion what this token or teft fhail be. Therefore in paradife, for a 
teft of obedience, God in a pofitive manner appointed the fabbath, 
and prohibited the fruit of the tree of knowledge ; and for the fame 
purpofe, after the fall, he appointed facrifices, circumcifion, the 
paflover, &c. And as God took occafion from his reiting from his 
works of creation to inftitute the fabbath ; fo, from his pafling over 
the dwellings of the Ifraelites, when he deftroyed the Egyptians, 
he took occafion to inititute the paffover feaft. And the latter, it 
is conceived, originated as much from the moral fitnefs of things, 
as the former. We are under moral obligation to obey all God's 
pofitive ordinances, as foon as we know them; but it is impoflible 
that we fhould know what they are, before God reveals them. 
Why fhould not the children of Hrael be as likely to think of keep- 
ing a paflover as a command of God, as the firft man and woman 
would have been to think of keeping a fabbath to the Lord as « 
divine appointment ? Upon the whole, it is believed that the duty 
of obferving a fabbath to the Lord, originated wholly from poi- 
itive appointment, without which innocent man would have known 
nothing of a particular day of reft. In this manner the fabbath was 
given to Adam, to Mofes, and to Ifrael by him. 

Alfo God’s pofitive laws mult be diflinguifhed into two parts : 
fuch as were inftituted before the coming of Chrift, were fulfilled 
by his life and death, and then taken out of the way; and fuch as 
were ordained by Chrift and his apefties, and are to continue te 
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the end of the world. Now to which of thefe claffes does the 
Chriftian fabbath belong ? It is not uncommon for great and good 
men to refer us to the Old [eftament for the origin of our day of 
reft, ard for molt of its fan@ions. But here two great difficulties 
arife. One is, if we are to obferve a day of religious reft from the 
authority of the Old Teftament, then it will unavoidably follow, 
that the feventh day is the true fabbath, and we ought without hefi- 
tation or delay to return to the good old way. The other diffi- 
culty is, we are taught in the fcriptures, that the Old Teftament 
inflitutions are done away, and not to be practifed under the 
prefent difpenfation. Paul told the Ephefians in unequivocal terms, 
that Chrift had “abolifhed in his fiefh the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances.” And to the Coloffians he infifts, that 
the Saviour had blotted out the hand writing of ordinances which was 
againft them, and contrary to them, and ¢ovk it out of the way, nail- 
ing it to his crofs. He ferioufly reproves them for being fubjeét to 
thofe ordinances, ‘‘afier the commandments and doétrines of men.”’ 
And he folemnly cautions again{t meddling with them. “ Touch 
not, tafte not, handle not,” faith he, “which all are to perifh with 
the ufing ”’* 

Probably fome, who are fond of going to the Jewifh law for a 
model of Chriftianity, will tell us that the fabbath was inftituted 
before the law of Mofes was given, and therefore not done away 
with that law. But circumcifion and facrifices were inftituted be- 
fore the promulgation of the law from Sinai; yet are they exprefl- 
ly done away, and fo alfo is the fabbath. Says Paul, “ Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in refpect of an 
holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the fabbath days.”+ Now as 
the feventh day iabbath was calculated for the children of Ifrael, 
and prefigured the fpiritual reft of the faints in Chrift; and as the 
nation of Ifrael is no mere God’s peculiar people, and the fub- 
ftance has taken place of the fhadow ; why thould that typical day 
be continued! In fine, it is inconfiftent with the nature of Chrift’s 
kingdom under the gofpel difpenfation, to look to the Old Telta- 
ment for its fpecial inftitutes. We are then reduced to the necef- 
fity of finding a warrant from the New Teftament for keeping a 
fabbath, or of keeping none at all. 

Much might be faid upon the need of a day fet apart for reli- 
gious worfhip; but the limits of this efflay will not allow of it. 
It can only be faid, that if we reject the idea of a fet time to at- 
tend to the fpecial fervice of God, all is thrown into confufion and 
neglect at once. Neverthelefs, what faith the fcripture. If fuch a 
day is really needful in God’s fight, we may expect to find it in 
the new laws of Chrilt’s kingdom. The writer to the Hebrews 
has thefe words, “ For he fpake in a certain place of the feventh 
day onthis wife, And God did reft the feventh day from all his 
works. Again, he limiteth a certain day, faying in David, To- 


* Eph. ii. 15, Col. ii. 14, 20—22. t Col. ii. 16. 
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day, after fo long a time ; as it is faid, To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.’* In this paifaze and us connex- 
ion we may obferve: 1. To-day the apoitle contrafts with the 
. feventh day fabbath. Therefore, 2. He implicitly fets afide the 
feventh day as connected with the reft of Ifrael in Canaan; for as 
that was not the ultimate re{t promifed to the people of God, and 
now fuperfeded by {piritual reft in Chriit, fo the feventh day reft 
was alfo fuperfeded and fet alide. | Heb iv. 7,10. 3. The reft 
of Ifrael in Canaan was a figure of the relt of the faints in Chrift, 
and inheaven. Heb. iii. 11. & iv. 8,9. 4. The feventh day fab- 
bath was a figure of that reft in Canaan, and more remotely of the 
{fpiritual reft of the faints. Verfes 4—6. 5 It looksas if another 
day was pointed at, reprefenting that {piritual reft ; another day 
of literal reft, a day devoted to the fervice of God through Chrift, 
and may with propriety be called the Lord’s day. 

Now if there is fuch a day to be obferved, what day of the week 
is it? Not the feventh, for it is contrafted with that; and befides, 
the feventh day fabbath is done away as already noticed Nor was 
the feventh peculiarly the Lord’s day, but rather Mofes’ day, or 
even the enemies’ day ; for on that day their power feemed to tri- 
umph over the Saviour, as he was apparently conquered, and laid 
lifelefs in the grave. Hence faid our Lord to them refpedting their 
power over him, ‘This is your hour and the power of darknefs.’’+ 
But the firft day of the week is marked by the refurreétion of Chrift 
from the dead, when he was completely delivered from his fuffer- 
ings, refted from his mediatorial labours on earth, and was vic- 
torious over the cnemy. ‘This was a pledge of the refurrection of 
the faints, and their future relt from the Jabours of time. 

Thefe obfervations, at leaft favour the idea, that the firft day of 
the week is intended by the Lord’s day, and to be devoted to God 
asa day of religious worfhip. But we reft the point upon the many 
examples we have of the meeting of the apoltles and firft Chriftians 
on that day for the worfhip of God. And as we are frequently 
referred to their example for imitation, it mult be fufficient to di- 
rect us in any practical duty. Luke informs us, that the /ame day 
on which Chrift rofe from the dead, two of his difciples went to 
Emmaus, and that after feeing and difcourfing with him, “they 
rofe up the fame hour, and returned to Jerufalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them.” And John 
fays, “ The fame day at even, being the /irf day of the week, 
when the doors were fhut where the difciples were affembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jefus and flood in the midft. And after 
eight dayst again his difciples were within, and Thomas with them ; 
then came Jefus and ftood in the midft.”’|| Here it appears, that 


* Heb. iv. 4, 7. + Luke xxii. 53. 
¢ “Th tis, afteranother week—Dr. Hammond has proved from Jose- 
phus, that the Jews used toexpress a week by eight days.” 
| Luke xxiv. 13, 33. Jchn xx. 19, 26. 
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they met together on the fir/ day of the two firft weeks immedi- 
ately following our Lord’s refurrection ; and he was pleafed to be 
with them. 

On the memorable day of pentecoft there was a very general 
gathering of the difciples, and ‘they were all with one accord in 
one place.”?” And theve was a mott wonderful difplay of the di- 
vine prefence in quickening the faints, and in the converfion of 
finners. [hat this was on the firft day of the week, appears evi- 
dent from the twenty third chapter of Leviticus, and the fifteenth 
and fixteenth verfes. ‘“ And ye thall count unto you from the 
morrow after the fabbath, from the day that ye brought the fheaf 
of the wave offering; feven fabbaths fhall be complete ; even unto 
the morrow after the feventh fabbath fhall ye number fifty days.” 
If in this place we underftand the weekly fabbath, then the day 
after, mut be the firft day of the week, as the fabbath was 
the feventh; and the fiftieth day from that time muft be the 
firft day, or, as Mofes exprefles it, “the morrow after the fab- 
bath.” 

But I find, that able expofitors, who were well acquainted with 
the Jewifh writings, confider the fabbuth in this paflage as refer- 
ring to the firlt day of unleavened bread. on which no manner of 
fervile work was to be done, and therefore called a fabbath, as the 
firft and eighth days of the fealt of tabernacles were.* [his was on 
the fifteenth of the month Abib or Nifan. And on the morrow 
after, which was the fixteenth day of the fame month, was the 
fheaf of the wave offermg brought, and the feventeenth was the 
firit of the fifty days. Now Chriflt vas crucified on the fifteenth 
day, or day after the paflover, which is fuppofed to be called the 
fabbath in Leviticus xxi. 15. ‘he next day they brought the 
fheaf of the wave offering, which was their weekly fabbath, and on 
account of bringing the fheaf, was called an high day.t On the 
next day, which was the firft day of the week, and the feventeenth 
of Nifan, and the day of Chrift’s refurrection, they began the fifty 
days, and feven weeks from that day inciufive, would complete 
forty nine days, and be the clofe ot the feventh day of the week, 
and the next day would be the fiftieth, or the day of pentecolt, 
and the firft day of the week. 

This feaft in the Old Teltament is called the feaft of weeks, on 
account of the feven weeks reckoned from the paflover; and in 
the New Teftament it is called Pentecof, on account of the fifty 
days, the Greek wordt fignifying the fiftieth. 

At Troas, “upon the firft day of the week, the difciples came 
together to break bread ;” and Paul, who was then prefent, preach- 
ed unto them || The object of their meeting was certainly reli- 
gious worfhip. When Paul was giving directions to the Corinth- 
lans concerning the colleétions for the poor faints, he faid, “ As lL 


* Exod. xii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 7. t John x'x. 31, 
t Penteeostis. || Acts xx. 7. 





The Lord’s Day. 267 


have given order to the churches of Galatia, even fo do ye. Upon the 
firft day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in flore as God 
hath proipered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”’* 

It appears by this order, that their collections were to be made on 
the firft day of the week, and confequently they muft be together 
at'thetime. The fame order he gave to the Corinthians was given 
to the churches of Galatia, the whole making a ccorfiderable num- 
ber ; by which it is evident that it was a general practice among the 
churches to meet on that day. And what fhall we underftand by 
the Lord’s day,+ if a day devoted to God be nct intended? Chrift 
faid he was Lord of the fabbath ; and the occafion and manner of 
his fpeaking, incicate his right to difpenfe with it, and to fet it a- 
fide; it he thought fit, as the end of its appointment was accom- 
plifhed, and the fpiritual reft introduced. As the fiift day took 
place of the feventh by his authority, and as the communion is call- 
ed the Lord’s fupper, and the Lerd’s table; fo it feems, that this 
day, which is devoted to the fervice of God our Saviour, is called 
the Lord’s day. 

Finally, it is worthy of fpecial notice, that the fecond, third, 
fourth, fifth, and fixth day cf the week, are not once named in the 
New Teftament, and the feventh only twice { and then with refer- 
ence to the Jewifh fabbath ; but the firft day of the week is men- 
tioned not leisthan eight times. Now why fhould the firft day be 
fo particularized, unlefs to mark it as a day to be regarded in com- 
memoration of our Lord’s refnrrection, and as a day fet apart for 
divine fervice, in imitation of the apoities and firft Chriftians, to-one 
of which it always refers. 

The writer would not found any religious practice on the tefti- 
mony of uninfpired men, nor lean much towards it as a prop; yet 
as ecclefiaftical hiftory of the firft and fecond centuries, fully cor- 
refponds with the examples already produced from infpiration, it 
is thought not altogether impertinent to give a hint from the beft 
human authorities. Dr, Mofheim declares, that in the firft centu- 
ry, * All churches were unanimous in fetting apart the firft day of 
the week for the folemn celebration of public worfhip.” And it 
may be added from another writer of undoubted credit, “ that 
juftin Martyr, who lived within fifty years of the apoftle John, tells 
us, that on the day called Sunday, (by the Greeks) the Chriftians 
met together in one place, and read the fcriptures, and prayed to- 
gether, and adminiftered the fupper ; and this, he adds, was the 
firft day in which God created the world, and our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift rofe from the dead; yea, Barnabas, the companion of the 
apoftle Paul, calls this day the eighth day, in diftinction from the 
feventh day fabbath of the Jews, and which he fays is the beginning 
of another world ; and therefore we keep the eighth day, adds he, 


* 1, Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 
+ ** The Ethiopic version renders it on the first day.” This version was 


extant in the time of Chrysostom, who lived in the fuurth Century. 
$ Heb. iv, 4. 
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joyfully, in which Jefus rofe from the dead, and being manifefted, 
afcended unto heaven.” And this writer further obferves, that 
“this day was known unto the ancients by the name of the Lord’s 
day ; as by Ignatius, Ireneus, Tertullian, Origen, and others.’”’* 

From the examples produced from the New ‘leftament, it is evi- 
dent, that the apoftles and firft Chriftians aflembled on the firft day 
of the week for religious worfhip, and devoted the day to the Lord ; 
but ftill it is neceflary to notice more particularly, how the day 
ought to be improved. 

1. The beloved apoftle tells us, that he ‘* was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day.” ‘his doubtlefs is a fit example for us. We ought 
at all times to be fpiritually minded, but on the Lord’s day it be- 
comes us to call our minds from thofe things, which neceffarily en- 
gage our attention at other times. We fhould difmifs our worldly 
concerns as much as in us lies the preceeding evening, and try to 
have our fouls prepared for more immediate converfe with God ; to 
have our underftandings open to receive inftruction from the word ; 
to be benefited by meditation, that our faith may be ftrong, and our 
affections lively towards God and fpiritual objets. It is evident, 
that while burdened with the bufinefs and cares of life, our religious 
exercifes are clogged, and the believer fometimes fighs for the day 
of facred reft, and to be liberated a while from thofe embarraflments, 
which prevent his free intercourfe with Heaven. 

2. It is evident, fron, the examples of the primitive Chriftians, 
that the firft day of the week was devoted by them to public wor- 
fhip ; therefore it is the indifpenfable duty of all the faints not to 
forfake the aflembling of themfelves together on that day. It is 
painful to notice profeflors of religion frequently abfenting them- 
felves from public worfhip. The moft trifling excufes are fome- 
times brought forward, which do little more than manifeft, that 
the delinquent wrongs his own confcience, while he neglects a great 
privilege, aswell as duty. As but one day in feven is allotted 
peculiarly for the Lord, that fmall portion fhould be faithfully im- 
proved. To rife early, and to be diligent ; to be early at meeting, 
and attentive while there ; and to be careful not to fleep away the 
precious feafon, ought to charatterize every follower of Chrift. 
Which of the two is moft difpleafing to God, either to indulge our 
floth at home, or to go tothe affembly and fleep in public, perhaps 
is not eafily determined. However, the injunction of the wife man 
is worthy of {pecial notice, “* Keep thy foot when thou goeft to the 
houfe of God, and be more ready to hear than to give the facrifice 
of foois ”-++ 

In our houfes on the Lord’s day, reading the fcriptures, praying, 
and meditation, and exercifes of a religious nature, cught to em- 
ploy our time. Lipecially at meeting, in the intermiffion, and 
when not attending to the public fervice, cur converfation ought to 
be on fpiritual things. Doing bufinefs, telling flories, reading 


* Mosheim, Vol. ii. p. 122. Gill cn Rev. i. 10. + Eccie. v. 1. 
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newfpapers, and difputing on political affairs, fhould forever be 
banifhed from our interviews on the Lord’sday. Karely, if ever, 
do you find the fervent Chriflian habiually encroaching on the 
Lord’s day in thefe things; and as feldom do you find the habitu- 
al tranfyreffor truly engaged in religion. 

To be in the Spirit, and an attention to religious worfhip, will 
naturally involve a refting from our fecular employments; _there- 
fore unneceflary attention to worldly bufinefs, all ordinary journey- 
ing, vifiting, and worldly converfation on Lord’s day, is contrary 
to the defign of the day, and exceedingly inconfiftent with the Chrilt- 
ian chara¢ter. And it is not only our duty to guard ourfelves in- 
dividually in this refpect, but to watch over cne another. It is alfo 
incumbent on us to watch over our families, to keep them within 
our command, and not let them idle away the day in fauntering 
about the fields, nor in running about in the neighborhood, nor 
being out on Lord’s day evening, unlefs at a religious meeting : and 
all this ought to be enforced by our own example. 

Perhaps people of no religion will be ready to fay, that thefe 
things Lelong to proteflors, and do notconcern them. But let fuch 
confider in the firft place, that not to be experienced Chriftians, is a 
great crime ; and their fituation is very dangerous. And alfo let 
them confider, that although they have no claim to the fpecial priv- 
ileges of the faints, yet in great mercy the gojpel is addrefled to 
them, and it is their privilege and duty to hear it. And it may be 
laid down as a general rule, if not univerfal, that thefe, who are 
regaidlefs of the fabbath, are indifferent, to fay no more, about 
hearing, or reading the word of God. Therefore think not, O 
fiuner, that you are excuifable in profaning the day of facred refi. 

Great are the encouragements held out to the faith!ul followers 
of Chrift fuitably to obferve the Lord’s day. God is glorified by 
them in fo doing, and they are mutually beneficial one to arother ; 
they are infirumental in the converfion of finners, and the reward 
of their obedience is great in this world, and acrown of endlefs 
life awaits them hereafier. Call to mind how often you have en- 
joyed a kind of pentecoft, when you have been all with one acccrd in 
one place. 

but are there no penalties for the breach of the Chriftian fabbath ? 
Here it can only be faid, that although the tranfgreifor has great 
reafon to fear the tokens of God’s difpleafure in this world, yet the 
final punifhment of this crime is referved to the time, when * God 
fhall bring every work into judgment, with every fecret thing.” 
The breach of the Old Teftament fabbath, and other inftitutions of 
Mofes, were punifhed with great feverity ; and “if they efcaped not 
who refufed him that /pake on earth, much more fhall not we efcape, 
if weturn away from Him that {peaketh from heaven.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


#xtract of a Letter from the Rev. DanieL Merrixi, 
dated NoTTINGHAM-WEsT, Nov. 22, 1815, to the Editor. 


DEAR SIR, 


TO-MORROW we have a church faft, that we may 
affi& ourfelves before our God, to feek of him aright way for 
us, for the people, for our liitle ones, and for all our fubftance. 
We have, in this place, great need of a fhower of love upon the 
people of God; and a great rain upon the people generally. 
Two or three times, a cloud, as large as that which Elijah’s terv- 
ant faw, has appeared in this town, but as yet it has not increafed 
like that. It may be the fet time to favour Zion is nigh. 

You have, no doubt, received particulars of the remarkable 
work of Zion’s King in the Diftrie&t of Maine, and in teveral parts 
of this State. In Thomatton, fifty have, the feafon paft, believed 
and been baptized; in St. George, fitty more; in Nobleborough, 
112; in Jefferfon 595 in Bowdoin. fay 120, or more; in feveral 
towns welt ct Portland, 150, or 2cc. In Deerfield. and towns 
cornering upon it, 200. All thefe, in the Apoftolic way,or rather 
in Chrift’s way, were, vifibly, made cifciples and then baptized. 

In many other places, a lefs number of difciples had been bap- 
tized. A fmall number had been baptized in Brunfwick, before 
I was there in Sept. iaft, and the appearances were then very pro- 
mifing. At Topfham, I broke bread to a {mall church of loving 
difcip'es, for the firft time. They have been lately gathered in 
that town, where Satan’s feat had long been. 

On Conneéticut River alfo, very confiderable reformations the 
prefent year. At Salifbury, N. H. 42 have been added by bap- 
tiim, to Brother Kobinfon’s church, and numbers more expected 
to be foon. A confiderable number of perfons have joined Mr. 
’s church in that town, notwithitanding the opinion of 
fome, that he has commenced Arminian as well as idolater, 
having made a derived god, who is but of yelterday. 

I am, dear Brother, yours with efteem, 


DANIEL MERRILL. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. J. Barnaby, dated 
Harwich, Sept. 8, 1815, to the Editor. 


DEAR SIRy 
THOUGH nothing very remarkable has occurred in 

the circle of my preaching in the courfe of the paft feafon, yet the 
work of the Lord in converting finners is always glorious, and the 
day of fmall things not to be defpifed. It is with no {mall degree 
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of pleafure, that 1 am enabled to give you this brief relation of a 
late work of God in this part of his vineyard. 

While many other places have thared more copious fhowers of 
divine grace, we'have experienced a few “mercy drops” in the 
town of Brewlter. I have occafionally preached in that town ever 
fince my fettlement on the Cape. In May laft, it pleafed the Lord, 
whofe work it is, to call up the attention of a number in the eaft- 
ern part of thetown. Among others, feveral members of the Pedo- 
baptiit church appeared doubtful of their fpiritual condition. This 
impreflion feemed evidently from God, as it iffued in the converfion 
of a number of fou!s. 

During this attention, a Baptift brother called on me and requeft- 
ed a meeting, with which I complied ; and I truft the good Shep- 
herd was with us by the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit. 
Many appeared folemn, while others, from a deep fenfe of their 
guilt, could not refrainfrom tears. Among thefe, were fome Pedo- 
baptift profeflors. By requeft I held a meeting in the evening. 
The feafon was folemn, and attended with tokens of divine power. 
Many who were labouring under a fenfe of guilt. remained until a 
late hour ; and one, the {ame evening was hopefully brought to re- 
joice in the truth. 

I have fince that period repeatedly vifited and tried to preach in 
that place, which is about 5 miles diftant from this. And though 
I was accufed of building on another man’s foundation, yet I was 
perfuaded there was no fcriptural foundation laid. Some of the 
fharers in this work have long been held within the pale of a Pedo- 
baptift church. 

Although this work has not been fo extenfive as in many places, 
yet contidering that it was among a people whofe religious fenii- 
ments were oppofed to the doctrine of regeneration, we have much 
reafon for gratitude and thankfulnefs. “Chis work, though fo evi- 
dently of God, has met with a confiderable fhare of oppotition, 
particularly from profeflors of religion. Nor did it efcape the cen- 
fure of fome whio are called teachers 

Since this work began, perhaps twelve or fifteen have obtained a 
goo. hope through grace. A number have been bapiized, and ] 
have reafon to believe that many more in different parts of the 
town manifelt evident tokens ot repentance. 

An inftance of the converlion of a man and his wife, I with to 
relate more particularly. The fovereign, dift:nguithing grace of 
God in arrefting this man, was almoft as apparent as in the con- 
verfion of the apoftle Paul. 

On my fecond vilit there appeared much oppofition, and not a 
little was faid about “that way.’””) A man by the name of J. M. 
who was as well acquainted. with his Bible, and as civil in his con- 
dué& as his neighbours, yet breathed ont threateniny and laughter againft 
the difciples. his man placed himleif in the paflage as fome were 
goiny to the place of worthip, and thus accoited a man and his wife 
who were going to meeting, (ihe being a member at the time of 
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the Pedobaptift church) each of whom have fince become mem- 
bers of the Baptift church in Harwich. Are you all about to 
turn crazy and follow deluded preachers ?? With this he added, “ I 
mean to ule my influence to {top this difturbance ; for the people 
do nothing elfe but hear or tell fome new thing.” Though he 
had no letters from the chief priefts, yet it was no doubt with the 
advice and confent of all. About the fame time I was perfonally 
entreated, by one who was confidered an enemy of all,righteoufnefs, 
to difturb them no more, for he faid I was breaking up their good 
old way. 

Mr. M. determined to fhut the fchool-houfe in which we had held 
meetings, and laboured with earneltnefs to eff-@ it, by obtaining the 
voice of the chief men of the diltriét. The firft houfe he entered, 
he afked the gentleman, whether he wifhed for Baptift meetings in 
the {chool-houfe ?. Receiving no immediate reply, a young lady 
entered the room, and with tears addrefled him on the things of 
eternity. Said fhe, Were you ever born again? This I truft was 
a word in feafon. He however affumed new refolution, and ob- 
ferved that he had a good hope of himfelf. To which the replied, 
Except you are born again you mutt perifh. Here, like a Saul of 
"Tarfus, he was fmitten, and conftrained to abandon his nefarious 
plans. ‘The thought prefled powerfully upon his mind, until his 
peace, his fleep, and all appetite for food were deltroyed, and he 
became a fubje& of horror and defpair. At length he refolved 
on aremedy. He determined to apply to the minifter of the par- 
ifh, and if he could perfuade him to make a little alteration in his 
preaching, he would unite with the church, and reft in fecurity. 
But O! the pangs of a guilty confcience, when reflecting on what 
he had done. He would often exclaim, Can there be any mercy for 
fo vile a finner?) Yo which a good phyfician replied, Chrilt came 
to fave the chief of finners. 

In this gloomy condition he remained a number of days and 
nights. For a fhort time he was deprived of the faculties of {peech, 
of hearing and of fight. While thus beholding himfelf hanging on 
the flender thread of life, and verging near to eternal ruin, his foul 
was loofed from the ftrong cords of Satan, and a fong of deliver- 
ance put into his mouth. His wife about the fame time experienc- 
ed a fimilar change. 

The meunt of danger is the place— 
Where God displays delivering grace. 

They were both baptized in one day, and are now rejoicing in 
the truth. This work, thouzh in fome initances powerful, yet it has 
been carried on with muca folemnity ; divefted of every appearance 
of enthufiafm. The fubjects are clearly taught the diftinguifhing 
truths of the gofpel. And though it has meafurably fubfided in 
the neighbourhood where it firft commenced, yet I hope and truft it 
is gradually {preading through different parts of the town. 

{ am, dear Sir, yours affectionately in gofpel bonds, 
JAMES BAKNABY. 
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SKETCHES OF REVIVALS IN VARIOUS PLACES. 


| IT is highly interefting to all the friends of the Redeemer, to 
tearn the progrefs of his kingdom on earth. The converfion of fin- 
ners, while it increafes the joy ot angels, ferves to animate and encour- 
age all that truly love the Zion of God. We hear of this good 
work in almoilt every direction; although no very particular account 
has been received. Wecan therefore only give the following 
fketches. 

The Paftor of the Baptift church in Thomafton, under date of 
Odober 5th. thus writes. ‘Zion appears in a good degree of 
protperity in this place. About fixty have been added to this 
church, fince the revival began, and thofe who are efteemed the 
molt watchful have a hope that it will become more general through 
the town and vicinity. 

I have (for a poor finner) enjoyed great peace and tranquillity 
fince | faw you; and have no difpofition, whatever temptations I 
may have, to put the {criptures to the rack for the fake of extort- 
ing from them, greater precifion than their general tenor will af- 
ford.” 

Nov. 13, the Rev. Thomas Rand, of W. Springfield, thus writes. 
«Ata place where I appointed a monthly lefture, God has been 
pleafed to pour out his Spirit; a few have obtained a hope.— 
Twenty or thirty under folemn conviction. Some tokens for good 
are feen among my people in this place, and alfo among the Rev. 
Dr. Lathrop’s.”’ 

I feel thankful for the affiftance which the Miffionary Society has 
afforded me, although it has confiderably increafed my labours ; 
my foul has enjoyed a blefling in fulfilling them. I think I feel 
willing to labour in any way that will promote the honour of the . 
Redeemer, and the good of fouls. 

Jan. 30, 1316, Rev. Stephen S. Nelfon, of Attleborough, thus 
Writes in great hafte. ‘1 can only fay the Lord is ftill doing great 
things among us, both by mercies and by judgments. The tever 
ftill rages, and fweeps off many ina fudden and awful manner. 
Our good deacon William Blackington is now at the point of 
death.* Multitudes here, and in the adjacent towns are inquiring 
what they fhall do to be faved. I have baptized 66 fince this 

ood work begun, and we have received 12 by letters from other 
churches. I expeét to baptize a number more foon.” 

Large additions have been made to the Congregational churches 
in that and feveral of the neighbouring towns. The work is faid 
to be {till powerful in Foxborough, Eafton, Sharon, and fome oth- 
er places. ‘Though they ‘follow not with us,” we will neverthe- 
lefs rejoice in their converfion to God. 


* Since dead. 
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GENEROSITY 
Worthy Imitation and Praise! 


Ma. Edward Thomfon, an opulent merchant of Philadelphia, 
and a friend ot Chriltian Miflions, has had the kindnefs to offer a 
paflage to Calcutta, tor our Miffionary friends Mr. George H. 
Hough, his wife and two children and Mrs White, without any 
compenfation whatever. [his worthy gentleman has made pro- 
vifion on the fame gratuitous terms for their board on the paflage, 
and done the whole in a way which does honour to his benevolence 
as a man and as a profeffor of the gofpel of the Lord Jefus. The 
fhip Benjamin Kufh, in which they are about to {fail at the begin- 
ning of the enfuing month, is a fine copper-bottomed veflel, nearly 
new, having gone only a fingle voyage. lhe accommodations are 
peculiarly comfortable. 

In confideration of the generofity of Mr. Thomfon and asa 
teftimony of fincere and exalted refpect, the Board of Miffions have 
elected him an honourary member of the Convention, which he has 
had the goodnefs cheertuily to accept. Ona deputation of the 
Board waiting on him to tettity the gratitude of the body for his 
kindnefs, he not only expreffed the plealure of his heart in being 
able to ferve the caufe of the xedeemer, but obferved that, at any 
time when any of his veffels were failing for the Eaft, he would 
readily accommodate any future Miffionaries. ‘The thanks of the 
whole denomination are hisdue. May the God of Mifhtons recom- 
penfe his benevolence, a thoufand fold. It is the fame fpirit which 
the worthy Mr. Kalfton has exhibited on former occafions on behalf 
of the Englifh Baptift Miffion, and other fimilar inititutions. The 
Board conceive it their duty to give to fuch lovely examples of 
Chriftian beneficence, the publicity which they deferve, and beg an 
infertion of the above in the Maffachufetts Baptift Miffionary Mag- 
azine. Surely the promifes to Satem, “ the labour of a God” are 
fulfilling. 





—'The glory of all lands 
Flows into her ; unbounded is her joy, 
And endiess her increase !” 
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SAILING OF THE MISSIONARIES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


A Frew days before the Miffionary friends fet fail, a pub- 
lick prayer-meeting was held in the Second Baptift Church, in 
Philadelphia, with a view of folemnly and affectionately commend- 
ing them to Gop and the word of his grace. [he aflembly was 
large and the fervices impreflive. The brethren who engaged in 
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prayer, were Dr. Allifon of Burlington, Rev. Mr. Ely, paftor of 
the Prefbyierian Church in Pine Street, brethren Hewfon, Staugh- 
ton and White of Philadelphia, and brother Baker of Providence, 


_R. I. Several appropriate addreffes were delivered on the occa- 


fion. Dr. Atlee, a publick preacher among the Friends, and 
brother of Mrs. White, gave a {hort and pleafing addrefs, and af- 
terwards fervently engaged in prayer. During the folemnity, the 
following lines, compofed on the impulfe ot the moment, were 
given out by Mr. Ely, and iung with peculiar intereft. 


Try servants pray with one accord, 
To Birmah watt thy servants, Lord ; 
And may their souls in Birmah find 
A cow’nant Gop is ever kind. 


Give them to see their hearts’ desire 
Millions of converts for their hire; 

And then in Birmah make their bed 
"Vill Jesus wake them from the dead. 


On Monday the 11:th. of December, Rev. Mr. Hough, his wife 
and two children, and Mrs. White, at the notice of only a few 
hours, went on board the Steam-boat, for Newcaftle, Delaware ; 
where they expected to embark in the Benjamin Kufh. As far as 
Newcaftle, 40 miles down the Kiver, feveral friends from the city 
accompanied them. Capt. Whildin of the Steam-boat generoufly 
refnfed receiving any thing for their fare and accommodation. The 
Miffionaries feemed in excellent {pirits, happy in each other, and 
happy in the blefled caule their hearts had heen influenced to ef- 
poufe. Captain Annfley of the Benjamin Rufh, and one of the 
fupercargoes, Mr. Eaves, and Dr. Fergufon who alfo went down 
in the Steam-boat, difcovered an amiable refolution to render to 
the Miffionaries every facility in their power, as did alfo the other 
fupercargo, Mr. Rodman, who came to Newcaftle by land. The 
fentiments excited at Newcaftle by the profpect of a final farewell 
produced the following lines. 


ADIEU, lov’d friends! in Jesus’ name 
We bid the heart-inspir’d adieu! 

In yon fair bark descend the stream, 
To Indian climes your course pursue. 


Affection soft and Memory stand, 

To hold you to your natal soil ; 

But Grace can stretch the parting hand 
Possess’d of all in Jesus’ smile. 


A thousand pray’rs for you ascend ; 
A thousand Sesshien shall return ; 
Diffus’d by that imperial friend, 
Whose Glory bids your bosoms burn. 











276 Interefting Letters. 


Brethren belov’d on Eastern shores 
Shall hail you welcome to the field; 
Prudence unvail her sacred stores, 
And Love her rich refreshments yield. 


Go, firm in faith, maintain the fight, 
Jehovah shall all nations know; 

Vaiis shall be rent, and banish’d Night, 
Where beams the sun or breezes blow. 


Sustain’d of Heav’n, devoutly swear 
Perpetual league of heart and hands; 

Nor Hell, nor Earth, nor Time shall tear 
The sweet inviolable bands. 


A few more moons, and we shall meet; 
Our labours and our suff’rings o’er ; 
And stand and sing at Jesus’ feet, 

Nor mourn diviuing Oceans more. 


The piety and gratitude of one of the Miffionaries* penned or 
board the Steam-boat, the following little, elegant effufion. 


SEeEsT thou yon scroll by Angel borne 
Up to the azure gates of light? 
What characters the field adorn, 
Attracting nether mortal sight— 
"Tis Tuomson. 


Now reach’d the sacred shrine of heav’n, 
He lays the scroll at Jesus’ feet 
A wreath to pious bounty given 
He drops—the destin’d brow to meet 
Of THOMson. 


About the zcth. of December, the fhip left Reedy, Ifland and 
with a fine wind put out to fea. Private letters from the Capes 
announce that the Miflionaries were all well and happy.—Unte 
his care whom winds and feas obey, they are affectionately com- 
mended. 

a 


TWO INTERESTING LETTERS. 


One from the Courtefs of HuntTinGpon, to the Rev. Dr. Dopprince, 
and the other from the Rev. Gzorcs WHI1ITEFIELD to Captain 
ScoTrT. [Eng. Mag.] 


To the Rev. Dr. Dopprincs, Northampton. 


My moft excellent Friend, 
SINCE my laft to you, I have received a letter from my 


beloved Ducheis of Somerfet, who thus writes in fpeaking of you: 


* Mrs, White. 
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‘I fhould be very glad to fee any fermon of Dr. Doddridge; and 
fhould look upon a letter from him as an honour, provided he will 
write to me as a perfon who wants both inftruction and reproof ; 
but not as one who has attained any fhare of that Chriftian piety 
and felf-denial, without which all pretenfion to the name of a dif- 
ciple is vain.”’ 

I could not fatisfy myfelf tiil I had fent it, as it will not only en- 
courage you to write to her, bui fhew you, in a degree, how amia- 
ble and humble a difpofition you have to addrefs. I pray God im- 
prove this friencfhip to you both; and I fhall then think myfelf of 
fome ule, fince I have only now to lament my great untruitfulnefs.— 
My kindeft refpects to Mrs. Doddridge, and the young gentlemen 
who were with you here, and to Mr Jones, whom | fhall be ex- 
tremely glad to fee, whenever he has an opportunity of coming my 
way. You have, you ever will have, my prayers, poor and bad as 
they are; alas! you do not want them,—your lively and adtive 
heart is ever foaring toward heaven; from whence you look with 
tranfport for the Lord Jefus. O may he forever rejoice in you, 
that you may delight yourfelf eternally in iim !—and may the laft 
trumpet found, “ <irife, my love, my fair one,come away!” ‘This 
may we hear; and till then, love, watch, and pray, and endure, till 
every cloud vanifhes before us!—We are now coniefling him: he 
will then confefs us, and all our forrows will be loft in endlefs 
day !—Briyht morn! O hail, thou blefled, thou tranfporting 
thought !—thou glorious and celeftial world, fraught with all the 
joy God has to beftow on creatures fo redeemed! Farewell. I 
am running beyond !ime too faft. My friend, forgive; and live 
affured of a moit unworthy, but beft meaning affection of your fin- 
cere friend, 5. Hunrtincpon. 


To Captain Scorr,* now quartered at Leicefter. 


London, Feb. 12, 1767. 

WHAT! not anfwer fo modeft a requett, viz. to {natch a 
few moments to fend dear Captain Scott a few lines! God forbid. 
I muft again welcome him into the field cf battle. I muft again 
entreat him to keep his rank as Captain, and not iuffer any perfua- 
fions to influence him to defcend to the low degree of a common 
foldier. If God will choofe a red-coat preacher, who fhall fay unto 
him, What doeft thou ? 


Prevent thy foes, nor wait their charge; 
But call the ling’ ring battle on : 

But strongly grasp thy sevenfold targe, 
And bear the world and Satan down. 


Strong in the Lord’s almighty pow’r, 
And arm’d in panoply divine, 

Firm may’st thou stand in danger’s hour, 
And prove the strength of Jesus thine. 


* Captain Scott hecame an eminent preacher, while he continued in com- 
mand as a military officer. 
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The helmet of salvation take, 
Phe Lord the Spirit’s conqu’ring sword ; 
Speak from the word, in lightning speak ; 
Cry out, and thunder frum the word. 


Thro’ friends and foes pursue thy way, 
Be mindful of a dying God ; 
Finish thy course, and win the day ; 
‘Though call’d to seal the truth with blood ! 


Gladly would I come, and, in my poor way, endeavour te 
ftrengthen your hands ; but, alas! I am fit for nothing but, as an 
invalid, to be put into fome garrifon, ana now and then put my 
hand to fome old pun. Bicfled be the Captain of our falva- 
tion for draughting out fome young champions to reconnoitre and 
attack theenemy. You will beat the march in every letter, and bid 
the common foldiers not halt, but go forwards. Good Lady Hunt- 
ingdon wifhes you much profperity. Pray write to her at Bright- 
helmftone, Suffex. She will molt glady anfwer you; and | affure 
you, her Lacythip’s letters are always weighty. Hoping one day 
or another to fee your face in the flefh, and more than hoping to fee 
you crownéd with glory in the kingdom of heaven, I mutt haften 
to fubfcribe myfelf, my dear Captain, yours, &c. in our all-glorious 
Captain General, G. WuHitTEFIELD. 


a ———— 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Ethiopia ftretching out her hand to God. 
SOUTH AFRICA, 


Encouraging accounts continue to be received from the different 
parts of South Africa, calling for the warmeft gratitude of Chrif- 
tiansin Britain. Mr. Read, referring to the Annual Keport, which 
accompanied his letters of January 20, 1815, fays, “I truft this 
will be welcome, and give the Society to fee that God has not for- 
faken Bethelfdorp. Itisimpoffible to afcertain how many have been 
converted, but from the accounts already received, 200 have been 
added to the cliurches of Chrift this year, befides numbers who may 
be confidered candidates, who are believed to be born again of the 
Spirit, and looking to Chrift for falvation. Among thefe are 
Hottentots, Caffres, Bufhmen, Corannas, Bootfuannas, Namaquas, 
flaves from Mozambique and Africa.” 

Having enumerated the prefent Mitlionary-{tations (twelve in 
number, ) he fays, “ At the above ftations fome thoufands of hea- 
then have daily an opportunity of hearing of Chrift, and him cru- 
cified. It is alfo a caufe of thankfulnefs, that the caufe of Chrift 
meets with increafing fupport in this colony ; upwards of 3000 rix 
doliars (about £750,) have been contributed to the Society’s fund 








Missionary Intelligence. 279 


this year,* and we hope it will increafe the next year. Befides the 
regular miflionary ftations, the gofpel is made known to the heathen 
in feveral other places, as at Graff Keynet, Zwaizberg, Durven- 
kok’s River, &c. Martin Slabvert, a young farmer, converted a- 
bout a year ago, was formerly a perfecutor, but now preaches the 
faith which he once fought to deftroy He goes from houfe to 
houfe, and preaches Chrilt to every one he meets with, black or 
white. He has received the appellition of a Mifionary, and fome 
call him the Hottentot’s god, becaule he is a friend to the Hottentots, 
and even thakes hands with any Gne whom he believes to belong to 
Chrift.—Such a man is here reckoned almoit a montter !” 

In another letter Mr. Kead fays—‘ You wili perceive, dear Sir, 
that God is carrying on his work with vigour, not only here (at 
Bethelidorp,) but in Africa in general. We may fay here, that al. 
moft daily, fouls are added to the church—tuch as fhall be faved. 
The day before yelterday a young man (one of brother Corner’s 
apprentices, a carpenter) had been fent to the woods to cut and 
faw timber. On his departure, brother Meiler faid to him, 
“ Wenzell, you mutt not return the fame man ycu 20 away.” ‘Chis 
word touched him. Whenhe was working in the wood, he had the 
misfortune almott to cuit off his feot. He faw this painful event to 
be from God: convictions of fin feized himy and he cried to God 
for mercy. His leg was nearly mortifying, and his life feemed as 
it were tohang by athread. He conitantly exclaimed, * {hou art 
a juft God !—thou art a jut God!’ He fent a meffage to his fa- 
ther and mother not to be concerned for him, but for themfelves— 
that God had wounded and would heal him, which, indeed, in 
great mercy he did, both in body and foul. Soon after his recove- 
ry, being engaged in felling timber, he came to a fine large tree, 
from which ne expected many good boards; but, after cutting a 
while, he found it to be quite rotten and hollow; and it was as 
though one had faid to him, “ Ah, Wenzell! this is a picture of 
you and of every finner!”” He fell upon his face, crying, “ O whaz 
a wonder, that fuch a rotten tree as 1 am fhould fo long have cum 
bered the ground!” Ever fince he came home he has been drown. 
ed in tears, and almoft all that we can get from him is—* O free 
grace! free grace !”’ ? 

In another letter Mr. Read fays—* A boy came here Jaft night 
from a boor’s, and gave a molt pleafing account of the work of 
grace in his heart. I afked him, it he knew himielf to be a finner ¥ 
He afked me, if I knew any one who was not?—{ afked him, who 
could fave him? He faid, Chrift —t afked what Chrift had done 
to fave finners?) Died upon the crofs.—! atked if he believed Jefus 
Chrift would fave him? He faid, Yes. —Why do you believe it? 
I feel it, faid he; and not only f, 1 con‘ider, that after he had 
died, and fent his fervants the miffionaries trom fuch a far country 


* The expenditure of the Society on agcount of the South African Mis 
sions for the list ye ir, tacluding the equipment of the Missionaries now or 
their way thither, amounted to more than / 3000. 
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to publifh falvation, that it would be very ftrange if after all he 
fhould reje& a finner !” 


FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE MISSION IN AFRICA. 


(Extracts from the Journal of the M'ffionaries at BeTHELsDoORP, for 
the Year 1814 ] 


THE Miffionaries, mentioning the death of Annatje Our- 
fon, fay, We never knew iuch a degree of enmity again{t the gof- 
pel as was difcovered by this woman before her converfion, and 
have fe!dom feen a change fo remarkable, and a life fo exemplary. 
She was fcarcely ever known to doubt of her intereft in Chrift, and 
had a conftant enjoyment of his love. She had been very ill, but 
much defired to live, tiil Mr. Meffer, one of the Miffionaries. re- 
turned from a long journey, when fhe faid, Now the Lord has 
granted my requeit, and I believe he will foon call me home, and 
the fooner the better. Only one thing keeps me back—that is my 
children. O, if Chrilt would convert them, how would I thank 
him; but he has told me I mult commit that tohim. I have 
prayed for them day and night, and (hewn them the way of fal- 


vation. Now Ll mutt leave them to him who is able and willing 


to fave them oe 
Atter exerting herfelf much in vifiting feveral houfes, the had a 


fudden attack in the night, and departed to be with Chrift, whom 
fhe loved much. 

In the beginning of O&tober laft, a great awakening took place 
at Bethelfdorp. Eight adults were baptized. 4\1] the people were 
much affected before and during the fervice; after which all the 
fields were covered with praying people. I mutft fay, I never be- 
held fuch a fcene in my life. Wherever I call my eyes, I beheld 
tears flowing down their black cheeks. My maid fervant and Jan 
Ztatzoe were two of the new converts. They may be called ex- 
amples to the young people. Their former companions wept bit- 
terly at the baptizmg place. I {poke to feveral ot them, exhort- 
ing them to follow their companions, which they promifed to do. 
There is much reafon to believe that a good work of grace is be- 

un in the hearts of fome of them, and of many others. 

The MiMfionaries mention various meetings in which the poor 
people could not fupprefs their feelings, but cried out aloud, and 
fome fell down on the ground almott lifelefs. One evening a man, 
who had been a notorious drunkard, cried out aloud, O my good 
people, do not live as I have done! O wretched man that I am, 
Lord, have mercy upon me, a finner! 

At one time they had 13 together under {trong impreflions, four 
of whom had been in the knitting-fchool of Mrs. Smith, when chil- 
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dren, and who.received their firft impreffions under her pious ad- 
monitions. 

At an afternoon meeting, Brother Pretorious addreffed the peo- 
ple on the readinefs with which Jefus Chrift would accept a Buth- 
man (the moft defpifed of all the African tribes, and confidered 
little better than beafts,) as well as any other Think, faid he, 
what we were, and what we now are, fince God has fent his fer- 
vants to fhew us the way of falvation. Have not I, a Bufhman, 
found grace! Was not I taken from the muzzle of the gun, and 
made an heir of eternai life? Was it ever known that a Hotten- 
tot had a waggon? No. Now I have a waggon and 20 oxen. 
We knew not God, much lefs his Son. We never inquired after 
him, but He fought us, and made us his children (and then 
he wept);—yes, out of the holes of the mountains. ‘There are 
many who ¢o not like to be called Bulhmen—I am not afhamed 
to fay that l am one. God has had mercy upon me, and why 
fhould he not have mercy upon you? What are Bufhmen but dogs 
for the Caffres, boors, and Oorlam Hottentots! Take an oat 
from what Jefus hath done for me, and why fhould he not help 
you? aArife, and go to him (and here he wept again)—I with I 
had this day an opportunity of telling all the Caffres, Hottentots, 
and Bufhmen, what God has done for me, a Buihman. 

This man was overheard telling fome people that he could not 
fay much for himfelf, for that formerly he was afhamed to be 
thought to pray: that for fome years, whether walking, riding, or 
ftanding, he was praying: that his little boy, of about feven years 
of age, was with him, and hearing him mutter fomething, would 
fay, “Is father counting his money?’ But on his way through 
Africa with Mr. Campbell, he feit his heart grieved that he had 
fo deceived his child, and prayed that his life might be fpared, to 
tell him the truth. Immediately, therefore, on his return to Beth- 
elfdorp, he informed the boy, with great concern, that he had 
formerly deceived him, and that he was praying when he heard 
him muttering. The boy has attended the experience meetings 
ever fince, and the other day faid he was perfuaded there was free 
grace for him as well as for another, and that he longed to be unit- 
ed to Chrift. 

O&. 26.—Children came to me, complaining of their fins, and 
alfo many adults, who were much concerned about their fouls. — 
All that day I had hardly time to eat bread, for the people were 
flocking into. my houfe to fpeak to me about what they felt in their 
hearts. 

A. few days after, eight boys came to brother Meffer, crying for 
mercy, and faying, “* We muft all have Chrift, or we perifh for 
ever;’”? fome of them trembled, and others make excellent confef- 
fions. Yea, the children were walking about by fcores, praying to 
the Lord, and finging. I beheld another proceflion of about 30 
children together on the road, who fang and glorified God. 

M m 
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Lak night our young people were together till morning, praying 
and praifing God with hymns Old and young went even at mid- 
night to one another’s kralls, ftirring up the Hottentots; when 
they arrived finging, fome {prang out of their houfes, thinking the 
laft day was at hand, and thus they immediately joined the train. 
Oétober 31.—Nearly the whole day converfing with people un- 
der imprefhions, befides children. 

November 2.—in our experience meeting, a girl in tears cried 
out, “1 ama crucifier of Chrift, his teachers, and myfelt.” Bro- 
ther Read, returning home from the meeting, found 11 children 
on their knees in his houfe. One of 8 years of age was praying 
thus :—‘Lord, I am not worthy to take thy holy name into my 
finful lips. Lord, give me thy Holy Spirit. Lord, let me not 
go back to the world. Let not Satan rule over me. Lord, I 
fhould not dare to come to thee, if thou had{t not faid, Suffer lit- 
tle children to come to me, for of fuch is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

Nov. 6.—Vifiting feveral houfes ; afked an old woman, in whom 
there is a work of grace, How fhe felt herfelt? She anfwered, 
Well.—What do you call well? When the heart is full of love to 
Chrift.—Why, do you love Chrift? Yes, becaufe he will help me, 
and has helped me.—From what mult he help you? From my 
fins —How do you know that he will help you? He has promifed 
to do it; he is immutable, and fo are his promifes —But it he 
fhould refufe? I will lie at his feet, and not go away till he kicks 
me away. 

When brother Cupido was at Gamtoo’s River, a child was overs 
heard praying thus: ‘Lord, I cannot fay I am young and have 
not much fin; for though I have not openly committed fo much 
fin, yet fin is in my heart. Lord, my heart is hard, come with 
thy holy hammer and break it.’ 

8. Brother Pretorious gave an exhortation at the cattle krall. 
Addreffing the o/d people. he faid, ‘ You fee that old kine can give 
no more milk, and old oxen unfit for drawing are flaughtered. 
You are now ‘old and ufelefs, therefore fly to Chrift, for death is 
near.’ To the children he faid, ‘Do you not fee fat calves and 
lambs, that might be expected to live long, are fuddenly flaughter- 
ed; and how many children are called away by death, betore 
they expected it ?” 

Nov. 18.—Lord’s Day. The church was crowded with people, 
who were in general much affected. Brother Read preached trom 
Mark x. 14—16, and baptized 12 people. Almoft all the people 
in the fettlement made proceflion. iinging from houfe to houle, till 
bell-ringing in the evening, and thus they proceeded to church ; 
but fome ftaid behind, not able to follow them, lying on the ground 
crying out after Chrift and his falvation. O what a blefled day 
has this been, not only to the people, but to the Miffionaries too. 

Mr. Read, on his journey from Cape Lown to Bethelfdorp, cail- 
ed at Zuurbrack. When he took his leave, fuch was the affection 
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of the people, that when he left the town, he was accompanied by 
nearly half of the inhabitants, whofe voices, in finging hymns, rent 
the air. They accompanied him about two miles, and then re- 
turned, 

He called at another place to {pend the night, and meffengers 
being difpatched to inform the people of the neighbourhood that 
there would be a fermon in the morning, about 200 people attend- 
ed by 10 o’clock. Mr. Read preached from Pfalm Ixxxix. ‘Blef- 
fed is the people,’ &c. In the afternoon brother Cupido preached 
from Mark ii. 17. ‘I came not to call the righteous,’ &c. The 
curiofity to hear a Hottentot preacher was great; but the impref- 
fion that feemed to be made was greater ftill. In the evening Mr. 
Kead preached again. So interefted were the hearers, that they 
remained all night to hear another fermon in the morning. 

They called at another place where the poor people were mof 
earnettly defirous of hearing the word. A poor old flave woman 
entreated us to ftay the night, which we were unwilling,to do, as 
we wifhed to go home. She faid, *O, Sir, have you no compaf- 
- fion for our poor fouls, fo as to facrifice a few hours for us. If 
Jefus were here, would he not hear our petition? It is not fo much 
for myfelf, for I know Chrift; but my poor friends are {till biind 
—who knows what one word may do? Perhaps they may die be- 
fore you come again. We are poor flaves; we cannot go to the 
word; mutt we therefore be loft?’ This language foftened our 
hearts, and we refolved to ftay, at leaft till midnight. After the 
boors had fupped, all the people flocked to hear, and about mid- 
night we departed. 

Since the Lancaftrian fyRem was adopted, the children in the 
{chool have made great proficiency, both in reading and {pelling ; 
so can read the Bible with fluency. There are about 700 people 
in this fettlement. 


2 aa 
MAINE AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 


DEAR SIR, 


I AM infiructed, as the Correfponding Secretary of the 
‘Maine Baptift Auxiliary Society to aid Foreign Miflions,” to lay 
before you an account of their formation and proceedings. 

In September laft fome brethren in this town manifefted a defire 
to do fomething for the Miflionary caufe; but the magnitude of 
the object, the fcantinefs of our means, and the ftrong propenfity 
of men to do nothing but what is for felf-intereft, together with 
the extreme danger we are all in of corrupt motives, were ftrong 
objections to an attempt of the kind. However, the defire of pro- 
moting the caufe at length prevailed; and when the matter was 
made known to the brethren in the vicinity, we were happy to find 











284 Catechetical Inftruion. 


their minds had been previoufly occupied on the fame fubje@. An 
introduétory meeting was immediately agreed upon, and holden ; 
and the fourth of October following appointed for the organization 
of the Society, when a fermon was to be preached on the occafion. 

On the day appointed, the members met ; fome of whom mani- 
fefted uncommon liberality. One of the members of the Society 
declared, that five years before, he had conceived a defign of giv- 
ing ten dollars a year to the Miflionary caufe, and therefore em- 
braced this firft opportunity of fubfcribing the whole fifty. An 
hundred and fifteen dollars were immediately fubfcribed. We hope, 
by the opening of the fpring, to be able to forward an hundred 
dollars to the Treafurer of your Society, and-to furnifh nearly the 
fame fum annually. 

Be pleafed, in your official capacity, as Correfponding Secretary 
for the “ Bofton Baptift Foreign Miffionary Society,” to give us 
fuch information as you fhall deem conducive to the good of the 


caufe. ‘ 
Signed in behalf of the Society. 


SAMUEL BAKER, Corre/ponding Secretary. 


P.S. The fifters and other females in this town and vicinity, 
to the number of nearly two hundred, have, alfo, agreed to give a 
cent per week for the Miflionary caufe. 

Rev. Daniel Sharp. 


—_———— 


ON CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Mr. Eviror, 


IN two former numbers of your magazine, fome re- 
marks were offered to the publick on the nature and advantages of 
Catechetical infiruétion, The more I refleé& on the confiderations 
which are there offered, the more I am convinced of their weight 
and importance. If this mode of communicating bible truth were 
more generally adopted, I am fatisfied, that it would greatly pro- 
mote the moral improvement of the rifing generation, and the prof- 
perity of our denomination. Permit me then through the medium 
of your publication, to recommend a practice which has been too 
much neylected, but from which, if adopted, we may expect the 
moft falutary effeéts. 

The publick feeling manifefted on a late occafion in favour of 
Catechetical inftruction, has encouraged me to take up my pen to 
offer a few remarks in favour of the practice. I was not alone in 
the pleafure experienced, when the fubjeét was brought forward at 
the laft Baptift A flociation held in Bofton. When the worthy Med- 
erator exprefled his conviction, that we ought to pay more atten- 
tion to our youth, and read a Catechiim which he had compofed 
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for their ufe, it gave rife to many interefting remarks. I liftened 
with delight to the addrefles of my brethren, and to the powerful 
appeals which they made to the underftanding and the heart, in 
fupport of this important duty. A fimultaneous feeling appeared 
to pervade every breaft. The countenance of each one feemed to 
fay, ‘*1f I live until another fpring, I will commence the courfe 
which has been fo forcibly advocated.” It is hoped that the fenfa- 
tions which were then awakened, will not languifh and die. ‘Lhe 
{pring will foon be here. May it find us zealoufly engaged, in 
communicating religious inftruction to the children who are en- 
trufted to our care. 

As fome good men have doubts whether it be right to place 
a Catechifm in the hands of youth, and enjoin them to treafure it 
up in their memories ; I have thought it might be of fome fervice 
to endeavour to remove thefe doubts from their minds. 1 fhall 
therefore bring to view the principal objections which have occur- 
red to me in the courfe of reading or converfation, and endeavour 
to obviate them. Some have fuppofed that this mode of inftrudtion 
is an attempt to take the work of converfion out of the hand of 
God. But that this is not the cafe will abundantly appear from 
the following cbfervations. The fulfilmert of a duty, which God 
has bleffed for the converfion of the young, cannot jufily be con- 
fidered as taking the work out of his hand. _Befides, if the inftruc- 
tion we communicate to our off:pring, may be conftrued into an at- 
tempt to take from God the honour of their converfion; are not 
the apoftles involved in fimilar guilt? “ ‘They taught the people 
from houfe to houfe; they reafoned with them out of the fcrip- 
tures 5” they exhibited the truths of the Goipel in the moft cogent 
manner, both to the aged and the young; not from an idea that 
they could convert them; but from a hope that while they were 
teaching thofe who were “ dead in treipaffes and fins,” the Spirit 
of God would breathe upon them, and raife them to life. With 
the fame dependence on a divine agency, we ought to inftrué the 
young, hoping that the feed we fcw, will {pring up at fome future 
period. Should our hopes be realized, it wiil become us. to afcribe 
all the fuccefs to the quickening influences of the Holy Spirit. 

It is an unqueltionable faét, that human exertions in themfelves 
are of no avail. Nothing but invincible Grace can change the 
heart. And yet it is a fact equally unqueftionable, that by publick 
and private inftructions, multitudes of finners have been brought 
to know the Lord. It has been further objeéted, that if our chil- 
dren are “ chofen veflels,”’? the Lord will cali them in his own time 
and way, and therefore our inftrudtions are needlefs. This objec- 
tion may probably be traced to an erroneous fource. [t feems to take 
for granted, that, the fecret purpofes of the Lord, conftitute the rule 
of our conduét; but fuch a fentiment has no foundation in the in- 
{pired volume. It is the revealed, not the fecret will of God, which 
forms the ftandard of our duty. Hence, whatever may be the de- 
terminations of God concerning our offspring, our duty towards 
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them remains the fame His defigns of grace, or juftice, with re- 
ference to their deftiny in a future world, can never ablolve us from 
the obligation to “bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.” Or this obje&ion may have arifen from a forget- 
tulnefs, that God hath eftablifhed the ufe of means, for the accom- 
plifhment of his own eternal plans. 

That there is fuch an eftablifhed connexion, the Bible affords the 
moft ample proof. When Paul and his companions were expofed 
to a tempeftuous fea, expecting every moment to perifh in the deep ; 
an angel aflured him, they fhould all be preferved. Neverthelefs, 
when fome of the feamen were attempting to efcape to the land, 
he told the Centurion, and the foldiers, “ except thefe abide in the 
fhip, ye cannot be faved.” Here it is feen, that a deference to the 
counfe] of Paul, was connected with the prefervation of all on board. 
‘The fame connexion of means and end, is vifible in the economy 
of the Gofpel. It has pleafed God to magnify his mercy in the 
falvation of finners; but it has alfo pleafed him * by the foolith- 
nefs of preaching to fave them that believe.” It is our duty to 
admonifh thofe who are rifing up into life ; to inftrué them in the 
holy fcriptures, and to avail ourfelves of fuch compends of relig- 
ious truth, as are likely to facilitate their knowledge of the great 
principles of the Chriftian religion. In this manner we ought to 
labour and pray, and then leave the iffue with God. There is 
much to encourage us in this important work. Many a pious pa- 
rent has had the joy of becoming a fpiritual father to his children. 
And the momentous truths contained in a Catechifm, and com- 
mitted to memory, have in many inftances left impreffions on the 
heart, which neither time nor eternity will ever be able to efface. 
It has been urged, that fuch a courfe of religious inftruétion is cal- 
culated to make thofe who receive it, proud, formal, and {felf- 
righteous. —A {mall degree of reflection will be fuffcient to pro- 
duce a conviction, that all fuch apprehenfions are groundlefs. If 
it be impreffed on the memory of a child, that his heart is depraved, 
and that, his aétual tranfgreflions have expofed him to the difplea- 
fure of God ; can this impreflion make him proud? If he is taught 
that God is a fpirit, and, that, they who worfhip him muft do it in 
{pirit and intruth ; can fuch teaching make him formal? If he is 
told that righteoufnefs cannot come by the law, and that the 
obedience of Chrift alone conftitutes the finrer’s juftifying right- 
eoufnefs ; can this information produce within him a felf-righteous 
temper? .A reply to thefe interrogations is unneceflary. It is im- 
poflible to conceive that truths which lay the axe at the root of thefe 
evils, fhould when committed to memory, adminifter to their nour- 
ifhment and growth. 

fhe ufe of a fummary of Chriftian doftrine and practice, in the 
inftruction of youth, has been viewed by fome as exalting a human 
creed above the holy fcriptures. There is no juft caufe for fuch 
alarming views. ‘Thofe who are friendly to the ufe of a f{ummary 
of this kind, firft fatisfy themfelves that, its contents are derived 
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from the word of God. They appeal from it to the fcriptures as 
the only unerring ftandard. hey chiefly value fuch a fummary, 
becaufe they conceive, that it brings into a fmaller compafs the 
_ mot important rays of truth, which are fpread over the facred vol- 
ume ; and that truth thus prefented in a cencife, fimple, and inter- 
rogative form; may be more eafily comprehended, and longer re- 
tained by youthful minds. Thefe are the motives by which they 
are actuated, and not from a difrefpeét for that revelation, which 
came from Heaven. Other objections might be named; but I 
have brought into view {uch as I confidered to be the mott weighty ; 
and I truft it has been made to appear, that none of them are {fuf- 
ficiently valid to deter us from this labour of love. 

I cannot but exprefs a hope, that Chriftian parents will feel the 
importance of inftructing their children to commit to memory a 
“form of found words;” and thus ftrengthen the hands of their 
minifters, who may e'teem it their: duty and privilege at ftated 
feafons, publickly to meet with the children of their refpedctive con- 
gregations, for the purpofe of inftructing them in the fundamental 
principles of our holy religion Sentiments the moft important 
thus communicated by queitions and anfwers, become infenfibly 
impreffed upon the mind, and feldom if ever forfake it. 

I am happy to ftate, that a Catechifm is now in the prefs, which 
has been drawn up for the ufe of our churches and families. I 
have perufed the manufcript with care, and think that it exhibits 
all the leading truths of the Gofpel with clearnefs, fimplicity and 
ftrength. I fincerely hope, that churches and families will be fo- 
licitous to procure it, that they may place it in the hands of their 
children ; and that it may prove a blefling to the generations whick 
are yet to come. 


PHILOPAIDOS. 
a 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


Sir, 

Ar your requeft I fet down to write the exercifes of my mind,, 
which I humbly truft are the real dealings of God with my foul. 
About four or five years fince, I went to a lecture atthe third Bap- 
tilt meeting-houfe, with a young woman that lived in our family. 
Being one of the fingers, fhe placed me in a pew at the fide of the 
finging feats, that I might be where fhe could fee me. _ I was fitting 
in a thoughtlefs manner, as ufual, when all at once my attention 
was arrefted by hearing the fufferings of Chrilt very affectionately 
defcribed by yourfelf. I was much affected, and could not hold up 
my head for fabs and tears. I thought my fins were the procuring 
caufe of his fufferings. My confcience was greatiy awakened, and 
I refolved to begin to live a holy life. But when the fervice was 
ended, as 1 went out of meeting, this young woman and fome of 
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the fingers begun to lauzh at me, afking what was the matter? A 
friend of mine faid ** You have behaved very foolifh. very body 
in meeting has been laughing at you,’”-—and mentioned particular- 
ly a lady in an adjoining pew. Being fo much laughed at by them, 
I was tempted to fay it was not the difcourfe that affected me, 
but that [ was fick. Thus my refolution which I had made but a 
few minutes before was foon broken, and inftead of living a holy 
life, I continued as before. 

After this { felt much averfe to hearing the word of God, and 
dreaded nothing fo much as the fight of a minifter and a meeting- 
houfe. The older i grew, the more finful | became. ‘I'he Bible 
and the houfe of God I hated, his people I detpifed, efpecially one of 
them who frequenily vifited my mother. Her pious converfation 
was extremely irkfume to me, aad I have often left the room on 
that account. 

About this time it came into my mind that the Bible was not the 
word of God, and that fome one had made up the New Teftament 
from the Old, and that not a word of either was true. I was imme- 
diately led to defpife it and throw itafide. I alfo thought how fool- 
ifh it was to be atkecéted by hearing of the fufferings of Chrift; and 
was determined no perfon thould have an opportunity to laugh at 
me again. I was fully perfuaded inmyown mind there was no 
Chrift, no Saviour. I thought there was a God, but I neither lov- 
ed nor feared him. I went on in this way finning againit God 
with a high hand for three years. 

About this time, as ! was at homeon the fabbath alone, I went 
into my chamber, and feeing {ume books lying on the fhelf, I took 
one down, without minding the title, and opened to thefe words, 
“They hated me but without a caufe.”? It feemed like a voice from 
heaven fpeaking thefe words tome. Ina moment I was filled 
with confufion. The book fell from my hanas, and I was ‘ike one 
thunderftruck. After 1 cam* to myfelf alittle, 1 faw that I was 
a vile finner. I had been hating that God from whom I received 
my being, and every other biefling. 1 was now convinced that 
there was a Saviour, and that I had hated him without @a caufe ; and 
had ridiculed the dying love of the bleffed Jefus. «A fenie of this 
filled my heart with anguifh. The world which had fo often 
charmed me, now feemed like a wafle howling wildernefs, nothing 
in it could afford me the leatt happinefs, for my heart was full of 
forrow. I began now to read the Bibie, but it feemed to be a fealed 
book to me. [ attended meetings and lectures coniiantly, but found 
aothing 10 eafe my troubled mind. ‘1 looked on the right hand 
and on the left, refuge tailed me, and no man cared for my foul.” 
In this urhappy fituation I continued, fix or eight months. and had 
no hope of relief, being convinced that I had brought this mifery 
upon myfelf, and that there would be no unrighteoufnefs in Chritt, 
if he fhould caft me off forever ; he would be juft and good. for I 
deferved the greateft punifhment. ‘Thefe gloomy feelings brought 
my mind into great diltrefs; efpecially one evening, when the 
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thourht of fo much abufed love and goodnefs feemed to me al- 
molt infupportable. 1 felt that 1 was “ without God and without 
hope in the world.”’ 

At this time thefe words came into my mind. “Is there no 
balm in Gilead? is there no Phyfician there?” I thought there 
was none forme. With a heavy heart I took the Bible np again, 
and opened to thefe words, “ Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe alfo in me. In my Father’s houfe are many 
manfions. If it were not fo I would have toid you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you.’”’ ‘Chis paflage was bleffed to my foul, and 
my burden dropped off. I was enabled to believe in Jefus. I 
thought him an all.fufficient Saviour. I trufted in him alone for 
life and falvation. My heart was filled with joy and peace. The 
Bible was no longer a fealed book. It was now my delight and 
meditation all the day long. Its language appeared precious and 
fublime. The pious friend mentioned above that 1 had before 
hated, I now loved, as indeed I did all God’s dear people. I faw 
Jefus altogether lovely, and precious to me. Glory be to him in 
the highelt. 1 humbly truft he now reigns in my heart. 

‘Thus, Sir, I have given you fome account of the dealings of God 
with my foul. I pray my heavenly Father to blefs them tc fome 
other unworthy finner, fhould they ever be made acquainted with 
them, that they alfo may rejoice in redeeming love, I cannot 
conclude without adding the tollowing, which are fo congenial to 
my general feelings. 


‘While Jesus shows his pard’n ning blood, 
Pll mourn my vile in gr ratituce 

Lord, take ‘his wand’ring he art of mine, 
And set it as a seal on thin 


Yours refpectfully, M. B. D.* 


i 


Extracts from the Rerort of the Tx wenty-firft Gener- 
al Meeting of the Miilionary Society, held in London on the 
roth, ith, and 12th of May, 1815. 


Mr. Bocve rofe to move the acceptance of the Report. 
He took a brief, but interefling retrofpec&t of the Miflionary 
caufe from the firft Meeting to the prefent time. 

The refolution for the approval of the Directors Report was 
feconded by the Rev. Dr. Haweis, of Bath, whofe appearance once 
more among his Miffionary Brethren was extremely gratifying, ef- 
pecially to thofe who witneffed his zeal for the firft eftablifhmene 





* The substance of the above, was related by this amiable youth before 
the Second Baptist Church a few months since, when she gave herself a 
member. 
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of the Society twenty years ago The Doétor fpoke to the follow- 
ing effect:—I rife with delight and exultation atter what we 
have heard, to fecond the motion. When firlt, it will be remem- 
bered, we aflembled; we were indeed in little expectation ot what 
it has pleafed God to do for us: had one of our brethren then told 
us that we fhould be able to convey the everlatting gofpel into Af- 
rica, into Afia, into America, and to the valt dominions beyond 
the Pacific Ocean, and that we fhould have employed more than 
a hundred Miffionaries, we fhould have concluded that he was out 
of his fenfes. Could we have fuppofed that there was a fhadow 
of hope of being able to carry on fo extenfive a work? You have 
now heard the fuccefs which attends your labours, and it encour- 
ages the confidence, that we fhall go on till the whole earth is filled 
with the light of the gofpel. There is not, I will venture to fay, 
a man in this company who is not on the tiptoe of expeétation, 
that the earth fhall be covered with truth everlaiting. I think I 
fee the cherubim lifted up from the earth ; 1 fee the coals burfting 
into a flame—lI look around and fee many ready to featter thefe 
coals taroughout the world The Lord grant that you may con- 
tinue with great delight the labours you have fo iaudably com- 
menced ; and let us tranfmit it in charge to our children that they 
never forget to fupport this blefl2d work. 

Mr. James, of Birmingham, in an admirable {peech, propofed the 
thanks of the Society to the Direétors, for their great exertions 
during the laft year, and for the interelting Keport which they had 
produced; he confidered it as more encouraging than any which 
had preceded it, and as one of the moft imporiant documents ever 
prefented to the human race. He took a general view, firlt of 
the feveral Miifions in Africa, whofe inhabitants now begin to rife 
from their wretched ftate of degradation, and are conducted by 
our hand into the church of God, where peace and concord unceaf- 
ingly reign. He then referred to Otaheite, which by fome had 
been confidered merely as a dark {peck, but which he trufted would 
hereafter appear as a bright gem, adorning the diadem of glory, 
which encircles the head of our Kedeemer. On the Chinefe 
Miffion, Mr. James dwelt with peculiar delight, and gloried in 
having been the fellow-ftudeat of Mr. Morrifon; and obferved 
that, having witneffed the tranflation of the Scriptures into the 
Chinefe language, he might fancy he had lived long enough, and 
quit the ftage of action, exulting in the language of Simeon, ‘Now 
letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, &c.’ He adverted to Mr. 
Milne’s placing three copies of the New Teitament in a Chinefe 
temple, and hoped that as Dagon fell before the ark, the Pagan 
idols would totter on their thrones. 

Mr. James expreffed his great fatisfaétion in finding that other 
Miffionary Societies as well as this are in a flourifhing flate; for 
if, faid he, this Society, in its increafing power and opulence, 
fhould by its influence have caft a thadow on fimilar inftitutions, 
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he fhould not be able to rejoice in its prefent fuccefs; but in its 
afcention, like the vertical fun, it cafts no thadow ; yea, it catches 
upon its wing other inftitutions, and bears them aloft. He depre- 
cated any thing like envy among the different Societies—we are 
all fateilites revolving round the fame glorious luminary—the word 
of God; and although we revolve in different orbits, yet we re- 
volve in harmony and concord, performing in the ear of an atten- 
tive world—* the mufick of the fpheres.” 

The fpeaker obferved, that were be not fully perfuaded that this 
caufe was jupported by divine power, he fhould dwell in fadnefs 
on a name not more endeared to Chriftians for his efforts in detence 
of the gofpel, than it will be for ages to come, to converted Pa- 
gans—the name of Andrew Fuller. Were it not for the idea that 
the refiaue of the Spirit is with God, I fhould feel unmingted fad- 
nefs. May the Lord grant that that Miffion may fuftain no per- 
manent injury from the lofs of fo ineftimable a friend. 

Mr. James congratulated his brethren on the peculiar circum 
ftances of the times in which they were entering on the duties of 
their office. We have ftepped upon the ftage juft at that moment 
when the angel charged with the everlafting gofpel is pafling over 
our heads: we almoft feel the motion of his wings; his trumpet 
conduéts us, and his commiffion direéts us. My venerable fathers 
around me have kindled a fire on the altar ef Emmanuel, the care 
of which they have entrufted to their younger brothers, and we 
fhould deferve a worfe death than the Romans infléted on the Vef- 
tals, fhould we ever permit the facred flame to be extinguifhed. 

Rev. Mr. Waugh fpoke to the following effect :—1 feel my mind 
involved in difficulty, Mr. Chairman, in bringing foward the mo- 
tion of thanks to our worthy Secretary. I never could love my 
friend with half a heart; and 1 muft this day tupprefs my feelings, 
and meafure my words. The reltraint is the more oppreflive, be- 
caufe, from the opportunity which my fituation has afforded me of 
witnefling his worth, I know no man who is better enabled to bear 
faithful teftimony to his claims on our gratitude. 1 could dwell 
on his candour and liberality of mind, on the gentlenefs and fin- 
cerity of his manners, fo happily fitted to foften the afperity of our 
tempers, to conciliate our hearts, to combine our energies. Much 
I could fay on his unwearied induftry and ceafeleis labour.—But 
I have promifed not to wound his feelings. He neither feeks nor 
needs our praife. His record ison high. One of my brethren 
has, in terms and in tones which have left a deep impreffion on 
this aflembly, adverted to the death of the Secretary of another 
Miffionary Inftitution. Will you allow me to introduce a fuppof- 
ed addrefs of the departed fpirit of that excellent man, to my dear 
friend—an addrefs that fhall not hurt his feelings, but may do good 
to his heart? ‘Could I this day remove the vail that covers the 
heavenly world,’ the exalted fpirit of Andrew Fuller would fay, 
* could I place you upon the dummit of one of the luminous hills 
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of paradife ; could I impart vigour to your vifual faculties, and 
extend their powers tothe almoft interminable regions of the 
blefled; could I raife your eye to the Lamb in the midft of the 
throne from whofe countenance beams the felicity of the redeem- 
ed; could I open your ear to the fongs of the conquerors, and the 
acclamations of the martyrs, which, {welling in the majefly of 
thunder, afcend through the expanfe of heaven, and fill with ac- 
ceptance the ear of God; could I cheer your heart with the fight 
of multitudes entering, in bleffed fucceflion, through the mediation 
of Jefus, from Hindooftan, from Africa, and the iflands of the 
fouthern fea, the trephies of divine power, the purchafe of the Sav- 
iour’s blood, the gems that fhall ever fparkle in the Mediator’s 
crown, the firft fruits of Miffionary labours—what infpiration would 
the glorious objcéts impart to your foul! Work, O, work while it 
is day. Whatever your mind finds to tuggeft, whatever your hands 
find to do, do it now. No device, no work in the grave! Turn 
your moiftened eye to my yet unburied corpfe, and let the fight 
aroufe, animate, and fuftain your exertions. I did a little; and if 
my conftitution funk under the preflure, I regret my nerves were 
not nerves of brais, and my limited meafure of three fcore and 
two years, did not extend to an antediluvian age. Should your 
heart ever feel languor invading her powers of aétion, haften to 
Calvary. ‘There, redeeming love will invigorate your fading fac- 
ulties, and conftrain you to put forth all your ftrength in the caufe 
of Him who bled for you. Look forward to the eventful hour 
when the Son of God fhall pronounce over you the fentence that 
{hall ever form your deftiny of bleilednefs, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful fervant, enter thou into the fight of thy Lord.’ 


Lr —— 
ORDINATION. 


ON Lord’s day afternoon, Ogtober 15th, the Rev. Exijau F. 
Witty, a graduate of Brown Univerfity, Providence, Khode- 
Ifland, was by folemn ordination fet apart to the gofpel miniftry as 
an Evangelift, in the meeting-houfe of the Firft Baptift Church in 
Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Dr. Hotcomse made the introductory prayer, preach- 
ed an appropriate fermon from 2 Tim. ii. 3d and 4th verfes, atf- 
fifted in the impofition of hands, and gave an interefting charge. 

The Kev. Dr. Rocers interrogated the Candidate with refpect 
to his Chriftian experience, call to the holy miniftry, the doétrines 
and inftitutions of the gofpel, &c. offered up the ordination prayer, 
and gave the Right-hand of Fellowfhip, with an accompanying ad- 
drefs —The aflembiy was numerous, and the whole of the exercifes 
impreflive, evidenced by the profound attention of all who were 


prefent. 
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Statement of Amounts received by Joun Cautpweri, E/7. Treafurer 
of the Baptift Board of Foreign Miffions, fince Aug. 1815. 





1815. August 14. By Frankl: Baptisc Association, - $20,00 
Sept. 9. By Connecticut Bi uptist Scaciety, Auxiiary tothe 
Baptist Board of Fcreigu Missions, ai Ehen- 
ezer og Treasurer, 300,00 
18. Bv Troy F. M. Socicty, Ichn Ww atts, Rage ; 
Treasurer, 43,50 
28. By Mr.G. Hough, from the Bo ston Scciety, 3,00 
29. By Hon. 5. Eddy, fromthe Warren Asscci- 
ation, - - - - - - 75,82 
October 4. By one Quarter Interest on U S. stock, - 37,50 
17. By Abner Forbes, Esqr. trem the Wocdsteck 
Association, Vermunt, - - - 400,00 
By Samuel R. Green, New-York, - - 5,00 
18. By Rev. E. Cushman, trom the Hartford Asso- 
ciation, - - - - - 83,78 
Novem. 6. By John Conant, Esq: ‘Treasurer of the Ver- 
mont Missionary Society, Auxiliary to the 
Board of Foreign Missions, . - - 150,00 
1S. By Mr. Richard H. “Kimball, Treasurer of the 
Haverhill Foreign Mission Society, = - 113,00 
50. By Mr. 3. ‘seetale, frcm the Ontario Associa- 
tion, - - 20,00 
By Rev. John M. ‘Peck, collected at } North Nor- 
wich, C henangoCounty, N.Y. and other places, 28,C0 
By Mrs. Charlotte H. W ‘hite, - - 200,00 
Dec. 23. By Virginia F. M. Suciety, Rev. John Bryce, 
‘Treasurer, ~ - 237,00 
1816. Jan. 2. By one Quarter Intérest on U. S. steck, - 57,50 
By Interest on Bank stock, - - 10,50 


4. By Benjamin Stout, sq ‘Treasurer of the Ken- 


tucky Foreign Missio oT Scciety ’ - - 508,74 
11, By David Adams, Esq. ‘freasurer of the 

‘Chi arfeston Foreign Mission Scciety, S.C. 742,80 
23. By E. Secomb, Esq. ‘Treasurer of the Salem 

Foreign Mission Society. . - 200,00 


$1. By Mr. Edward Barber, a F. M. 
Society, Greenwich, Saratoga County, N. Y. 26,70 





Feb. 2 By Mr.E Barber, Corresponding Secretary tor 
the Saratoga Baptist Association, from the Fe- 
male Mite Sccicty, Hadley, said County, 21,00 
v. By James Loring, Treasurer of the Besion Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Scciety, - : 400,CO 
3665.84 


From Lexington {Ken.) January 11, 1816, in a letter to the Editor, Mr. 
Rice writes as tollows: 

“In this State, I have succeeded in the formation of four new Mission 
Societies, Auxiliary to the Board ;—so that there are now five in Kentucky. 
I have also received here about $1300, G0 for the Mission; and $200 in 
other places, since leaving Philadelphia.” 





Anecdote. ——A benevolent Friend (Quaker) undertook to plead the 
cause of a person reduced by misfortunes lo extreme distress, with a man 
of great affluence. ‘The rich man repeatedly confessed how much he 
felt in Ais mind on this occasion, but offered to do nothing : till at last the 
“good Quaker said—Friend, wilt thou feel in thy pocket ? 
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OBITUARY OF MRS. ANGELICA RICHARDS. 


Mrs. AnGetica Ricwarps, late wife of the Rev. Mr. 
Richards, Baptif{ minifter at Baltimore, departed this life, for a 
life, as it is believed, free from afflition, triumphant and immor- 
tal, on the 2d of June laft, in the 57th year of her age. She made 
a folemn profeffion of religion at the age of 18, and was affifted 
all her lite to walk worthy of her heavenly vocation. ‘ This,” 
fays her afflicted hufband, “is a matter of confolation to me, who 
ere long expect to goto her. I truft through matchlefs, free, eter- 
nal grace, I was brought to know the truth as it is in Jefus at the 
age of 18, alfo. Oh! that I may be kept by the power of Gop 
through faith unto falvation.” 

Mrs. Ricuarps was a lady of very confiderable mental im- 
provement. Her kind difpofition conciliated general efteem. She 
was ever ready for {piritual converfation, and difcovered an exten- 
five acquaintance with her own heart, and with the charaéter of her 
beloved Redeemer. For almoft five years and a half previous to 
her diffulution, fhe was troubled with a moft diftrefling nervous 
affection. The fympathies by which mind and matter in the pref- 
ent {tate of imperfection are united, had on her {pirit an unfavour- 
able effect. Her belt friends faw her dejection arofe in a great de- 
gree from bodily difeafe: fhe feared, the Lord had forgotten her. 

The fun of her mortal career did not however go down ina 
cloud—At even-tide there was light. For a confiderable time be- 
fore it pleafed the Lord to call her hence, fhe could fay, ‘“*O God, 
thou art my God.” Sometimes to her hufband and friends fhe 
would fay—* Will the Lord Jefus?”’ as if fhe meant they fhould 
add, ‘ will he permit me thus to fuffer—or wil] he receive to him- 
felf a finner fo unworthy as I.? Sometimes fhe would fay, “ If it 
be thy will, my Lord, let me die to-day—O that he would be mer- 
ciful to me, and let me fall afleep in the arms of death. The 
Thurfday night before fhe died, on being taken off her bed and 
feated in her chair, fhe fainted away. All that were prefent believ- 
ed her dying—for a confiderable time her pulfe had gone. She 
had hoped by this attack to have efcaped from her prifon to glory, 
and difcovered fome regret that ftill fhe wore the chains of mor- 
tality. Without being able to take any nourifhment, excepting a 
little drink, fhe lingered from Thurfday night to the morning of 
the fucceeding Lord’s day. She on the morning of her diffolution 
afked her hufband and a chriftian friend who was prefent, if they 
believed her near her end. They told her that fhe was in the val- 
ley of the fhadow of death, reminded her of fome of the exceed- 
ing great and precious promifes of the gofpel of Jefus, and talked 
of the glory to which fhe was tending. She anfwered, “a happy 
exchange.”” She cried, “ Lord Jefus, have mercy upon me!” and 
while engaged in repeating what was thought to be a verfe of a 
hymn, the fell afleep. 





Dass 
abv 


% 





Pri aN ae 


Obituary of Mrs. Hallet. 295 


OBITUARY OF MRS. SARAH HALLET. 


Tue fubject of this memoir, Mrs. Saran Hatvet, was 
the amiable and pious widow of the late Mr. Samuel Hatlet, who 
was a refpectable and ufeful member of the Baptift church in 
Barnftable, Maffachufetts, and who, after a long and diltrefling 
ficknefs, which he bore with chriftian fortitude and refignation, died 
in the affured hope of a blefled immortality, October 5th, 1813, 
aged LVILI. Bleed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

From a written relation of Mrs. Hallet’s religious experience 
it appears, that fhe was awakened to religious concerns at a very 
early period of her lite, but did not receive a fealing evidence of 
her union to the Saviour, till fhe arrived at the age of fixteen. In 
Auguit, 1776, the was baptized by the late venerable and pious 
Elder ifaac Backus, and joined the Baptift church in Barnftable. 

About the trme of her baptifm, {he appeared to have been fol- 
emnly impreifed with a fenfe of her own unworthinefs, and the 
riches of difcriminating grace in her convertion. She obferves in 
her diary, “I am not worthy to have a name among the redeem- 
ed of the Lord; but glory be afcribed to his great name for his 
difcriminating grace to me.” She made a ferious and full dedi- 
cation of herfelf to the Lord, and throughout the whole of her 
chriftian courfe, it may in truth be faid, fhe walked with God. 

Although Mrs. Hallet was not favoured with fo good a {tate of 
health as many, yet her love to the courts of the Lord, enabled her 
to encounter many difficulties, which, to others in a much better 
tate of health, would appear infurmountable. She had to ride 
generally /2ven miles to attend the publick worfhip of God, and 
notwith{tanding the diftance, fhe was ufually more early and punc- 
tual in her attendance at the houfe of God, than hundreds of pro- 
feflors of religion that live but /even furlongs from a place of wor- 
fhip. The laft time that ever fhe was from home, was in the lat~ 
ter part of November 1813, to wait upon God in his fanctuary.. 
On her return fhe was fo feeble, that for fix weeks before her de- 
ceafe fhe was unable to go abroad till fhe was carried to her /ong home. 

During the firft part of Mrs. Hallet’s ficknefs, fhe did not enjoy 
thoie animating difcoveries of her intereft in Jefus, which fhe was 
favoured with about four weeks before her deceafe. A few ex- 
tracts, from the journal of a pious young lady who frequently vifit- 
ed her in her ficknefs, will give the reader of this memoir a faint 
but true account of the dying exercifes of this godly woman; and . 
of the exceilency of that religion which can fupport the foul while 
pafling through the valley of the fhadow of death. 

January 15, 1814, it was thought by Mrs. H. and her friends 
that fhe was dying. ‘She exprefled earneit longings of mind, that 
if it were confiftent with God’s holy will, fhe might this night be 
taken to himfelf in glory. She feemed to be ready, waiting for 
death to remove her from a body of fin, and delired before the 
morning light to be admitted into the eternal reft. of God’s people, 
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and to commence an everlafling SabJath.”’ Her mind and affec- 
tions were entirely placed on {fpiritual things. She was much en- 
gaged in exhorting her chriftian friends, to “ be faithful to God, 
and to have his glory alone in view.” She appeared much con- 
cerned alfo, for the falvation of finners; and wreltied in prayer till 
her ftrength was almoft gone. Said fhe, “O may God be glori- 
fied, whatever may become of me,—! mutt be faithful even unto 
death ; for I am foon to appear before God. My bieffed fefas, is 
waiting to receive me after I am thorougily wathed and cleanfed 
from all fin,—and made fit for that inheritance which is incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, and that will never fade away. 

O glorious state, O blest abode, 

1 shall be near and like my God.” 

She then-exclaimed in the exalted language of the Pfalmitt, 
“ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlalt- 
ing doors, and the King of glory fhall come in!” &c. 

“Could I c: mmand the spacious land, 
And the more boundless se’; 

For one blest hour at thy r ight hand, 
I'd give them both away. 

January 25, her daughter obferved to her, “ Do you feel will- 
ing to leave your children?” to which fhe immediately replied, 
‘‘ Nothing is fo dear to me, as Jefus. I give you all up into his 
hands.—He that loveth father or mother or children more than 
me, is not worthy of me. It was obferved to her that it is a 
great thing to die. She anfwered, “ It is a dblefed thing to die; to 
be abjent from the body, and prefent with the Lord. ‘Vhen fhall I 
behold him face to face, and be fatisfied when I awake in his like- 
refs.” In the evening fhe obferved, “Don’t hold me back by one 
defire—1I with not to return again to life; the thought is painful. 
—I{ fear I fhall be impatient.—O the height, the depth, the breadth, 
and length of thine unmeafurable grace.” Although her ftrength 
was much exhaulted, yet fhe engaged in a folemn prayer, and com- 
mitted all her concerns, her children, the church of which fhe was 
a member, and the caufe of Chrift generally, into the hands of 
God.”’ She remained in this peaceful frame of mind, till January 
28th.; when fhe faid, “*Vhe Lord is doing his.work in me, and 
my afflictions will work for me a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. I hear the heavenly holts praifing God, and fay- 
ing, “ Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men. O how precious is Jefus! not one drop of his 
precious blood wiil be fhed in vain, for he fhall fee the travail of 
his foul and be fatisfied.” 

On the 2gth, the day on which God called her to himfelf, the 
appeared very happy, and {till difcovered an earnelt defire to be 
with Jefus. She would frequently fay, **Why do thy chariot 
wheels move fo flowly ?”-~Ghe then clofed her peaceful eyes, pray- 
ing, “Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly.” Thus ended the trials 
of this friend of Jefus, in the LVith. year of her age. 


























